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INTRODUCTION

Chairman of JCHS, Dr. Wayne West
In 2015, Bruce Jenner, a 66-year-old man, transformed himself to ‘Caitlyn
Jenner,’ by implanting breasts while retaining his male genitalia. President
Obama tweeted support for ‘Caitlyn’ and commended ’her’ for ‘her’
courage. In the same time period,
parents in Toronto, Canada began
protesting an inappropriate sexeducation curriculum, which was
being presented in schools across
Ontario.
Bruce 'Caitlyn' Jenner

What is the link between these two
phenomena? Worldview - the way in which one views the world. The
worldview of the US President and the Canadian educational leadership
is secular/atheist; that is to say, they reject all religious influence on public
policy. This means that man’s wisdom becomes the sole basis for public
policy and law.
No worldview is morally neutral. Secularism/atheism1 is necessarily
1
Secularism is a belief system that disregards or rejects religion from being part of the affairs
of the state, public education or society. Atheism is the lack of or disbelief in a God or gods.
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nihilistic (that is, a doctrine or philosophy that denies any objective ground
for moral truth, that there is no right or wrong and every man has an equal
claim to being right); and anarchist (no authority above the individual,
state of moral disorder, lawlessness and chaos, no right or wrong, nothing
is abnormal). Life would be unlivable if this worldview were applied to all
spheres of life. It has however been selectively applied to the specific area
of sexual intimate behaviour. In real life, opposing views cannot be equally
valid. For example, the sum of 2+2 cannot be 4 and 8 at the same time.
Only one of those answers can be correct.
The secular, nihilistic and anarchist approach to sexual intimacy is
particularly devastating to individuals and societies because it ignores
how human beings have been designed and the fundamentals for human
and societal flourishing. Simply put, “sex makes babies, society needs
babies, and children need mothers and fathers. Connecting sex, babies,
and moms and dads is the social function of marriage.” (Maggie Gallagher,
2008). Separating sex from marriage and from the responsibilities of
child bearing and child rearing facilitates parental immaturity and raises
the costs to society and innocent bystanders for the care for any children
resulting from a sexual union.
Marital and family breakdown weigh heaviest on children. The
consequences do not remain contained at home; they spill over into the
public domain affecting all other institutions of society including school,
church, marketplace and government.
The prevailing worldview in Canada, the UK and the US is secularism which
results in the destruction of the traditional foundations of marriage and
family life. Jamaica and the wider Caribbean are not exempt from the
destructive forces and must be proactive in preventing its spread.
Inspired by the book of Nehemiah, The Wall is a worldview-based toolkit,
designed as a part of the effort to re-establish the foundations of marriage
and family life. Like the walls of Jerusalem in Nehemiah’s time, the
foundations of marriage and family life in Caribbean societies are broken
down. The walls of a nation both protect the inhabitants within and keep
enemies out. The building blocks of the wall of any nation are healthy
marriages and families. Strong families therefore make for a strong nation.
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This toolkit is being offered to facilitate transformation in society’s thinking
and practice in relation to marriage and family. It aims to:
i. Identify the cause of the collapse and,
ii. Recommend corrective action.
The objectives of each of the training modules are directed towards
redeeming the family and laying out a philosophy of sex, marriage and
the family, based on the Judeo-Christian worldview. By Judeo-Christian
we mean, seeing and interacting with the world based on the truth claims
of the Bible. In this worldview, marriage is designed by God to be a
complementary union of one man to one woman for life, to the exclusion
of all others. This is the best foundation on which to build a flourishing
society. We are uncompromising in this assertion because the future of our
children is at stake. By rebuilding Caribbean families we will, by extension,
rebuild Caribbean nations to withstand internal and external forces that
attack and weaken marriage and family life.
After completing The Wall, it is our hope that you will:
i. Understand the secular/atheistic philosophy and its logical implications for society;
ii. Understand and be personally transformed by the Judeo-Christian
foundations of sex, marriage and family;
iii. Have the tools to repudiate the claims of the sexual ‘rights’ campaigners;
iv. Be able to communicate this information to family, friends and community, and
v. Train others.
The general structure of each module is laid out as indicated below:
• The Big Idea: a summary statement of the module
• Bible verse
• Quotation relevant to theme of the module
• The Story: explaining and understanding the Big Idea
• Think about it: questions to assess understanding of the Story and the
link to the Commentary
• Scripture references
• Commentary and Conclusion: an integrated learning approach to
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explain the main concepts of the Big Idea.
Questions for further discussion
Application
Prayer
Glossary
Additional resources

•
•
•
•
•

All scripture verses are from the New International Version (NIV) 1988
edition, except where otherwise noted. Additional reading resources can
be found through links on the JCHS website, www.jchs.org.jm. The replies
provided in the footnotes reflect the JCHS’ considered answers to the
discussion questions.
Thank you for using The Wall. It is for use by persons aged 15 and over.
We pray that you will be informed and motivated to share this knowledge
with others. The outcome will be an equipped body of Christ, stable,
intact families with happy secure children, who then become responsible
citizens. The vision is that Jamaica, and indeed the Caribbean may, under
God, increase in beauty, fellowship and prosperity and play her part in
advancing the welfare of the whole human race. Let us together Re-build
and Defend the Walls of our societies.

Please send your comments, questions and suggestions to
jchsadvocate@gmail.com


Nehemiah 2:17-18
‘“You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins,
in its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild
the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace”…
They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.’


10

THE WALL 2017

 Instructions for use of The Wall tool-kit
Suggested timeframe for completion of the course:
Full course of 12 modules: 17 weeks
Shorter course of 4 modules: 8 weeks
• Core modules: Module 1 & 2 (The Responsible Citizen and Worldview)
and the application segment of the remaining modules.
FULL COURSE
Suggested time frame for each module: 2 sessions of 1½ hours (total 3 hrs)


•
•
•
•


•
•
•
•

Session One: 1½ hours
The Scripture reading is to be used to show the relevance of the Bible
to the issues being discussed in the commentary - 20 minutes
Commentary: 40 minutes
Re-cap / further discussion: 15 minutes
Setting homework and prayer: 15 minutes
•
The homework is to review the additional resources and identify
any other relevant material from current news sources.

Session Two: 1½ hours
Re-cap the 1st session's discussions / clarify any unclear issues: 10
minutes
Complete the module: 30 minutes
Questions for further discussion: 30 minutes
Think about it, personal application and prayer: 20 minutes

 Optional activity: Case studies
•
•

What does this case illustrate about the issues raised in this module?
How could you and your church promote the application of the biblical
worldview to this issue and bring about solutions to the problem?

SHORT COURSE
Suggested combination of modules for a shorter course:
• Module 1 & 2: The Responsible Citizen and Worldview
• Module 3: Case Study on Alfred Kinsey
• Module 4: Marriage, Sex & the Brain or Module 5: Protective Parenting
THE WALL 2017
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 Instructions for facilitators
1.

It is strongly recommended that the Facilitator reviews the material
beforehand.

2.

Begin each module by making reference to the purpose of The Wall
toolkit as outlined in the Introduction.

3.

Although scripture readings are provided to illustrate the key themes,
this is not a bible study. This is to show the relevance of the Bible to the
issues that we are facing today.

4.

The Facilitator should set the rules for the discussions:
• No one person should dominate the discussions. The full engagement of all is to be encouraged.
• The discussion is not a test about right answers. Participants should
share opinions freely and be open to be changed by the truth.
• The Facilitator should encourage participants to investigate the
consequences of ideas discussed and to cite examples.

5.

Participants are encouraged at the end of each module to make a
personal commitment to practically apply what they have learnt.
THANK YOU!


Nehemiah 3:28
“…the priests made repairs,
each in front of his own house.”
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module

I

THE RESPONSIBLE
CITIZEN
 The Big Idea
A responsible citizen acknowledges and holds himself accountable to
God's higher moral law and therefore loves his neighbour as himself.
Efforts to raise responsible citizens must begin in early childhood, as
children are impressionable and live what they learn.
Matthew 22: 37-40
‘Jesus answered, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and mind.
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second command is
like the first: Love your neighbor as you love yourself. All the law and the
writings of the prophets depend on these two commands.”’
God put us here to prepare this place for the next generation.
That’s our job. Raising children and helping the community,
that’s preparing for the next generation.
Dikembe Mutombo

 The Story
A cautionary tale: Read 1 Samuel 2: 12 -36
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 Think about it
In what ways did Eli fail? What were the consequences of his failure to his
own family, the priesthood and the nation?1

 Scripture References
Deuteronomy 6: 6-7

Luke 10: 25-37

Ephesians 6: 1-4

 Commentary
The words of the Jamaican National Pledge identify the qualities that
the early architects of our nation desired to cultivate in each citizen. The
pledge highlights the qualities of love and loyalty of the heart, wisdom
and courage of the mind in thinking generously and honestly; the strength
and vigour of one’s body to work diligently and creatively in the service of
one’s fellow citizens; and wholeheartedly defending Justice, Brotherhood
and Peace.
These are indeed noble aspirations, but are they realistic? Is the
responsible citizen born or made? If we understand the process of human
development, we will see that we can in fact nurture these virtues in our
children.
God has wired children to learn. According to research, the brains of
children and teenagers can be moulded by structure and order provided
by caring parents and supportive adults. Children are like sponges
- rapidly soaking up, sorting and easily storing new information. The
primary cell in the brain, the neuron, communicates with other neurons
through connections called synapses. Synapses are not permanent. A
new experience can strengthen an existing connection, or create a new
connection. Repeating experiences strengthen the synapses. However, if
the experience is not repeated, the synapse deteriorates and eventually
1
Eli was an example of the outcome of failing to discipline his children. As a man of faith, he
did not pass on the principles relating to responsible citizenship to his sons. His sons had no respect for
authority and no regard for things sacred. They were promiscuous and took advantage of others. Even
though they were raised in a home with a father who was responsible for the spiritual well-being of a
nation, the ideals that were intrinsic to their faith were not instilled in them. Eli’s failure to discipline his
children led to the departure of God’s glory from the nation of Israel, defeat of the army by the Philistines
and the deterioration of the priesthood. If we call ourselves Christians but do not teach children the
principles of reverence for God, respect for authority and regard for others, then we have missed the
mark and fall short in shaping responsible citizens.
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dies. Life experiences and behaviours will therefore create, maintain or
gradually eliminate synapses thus changing the brain’s structure. The
synapses are paramount in directing one’s desires, thoughts, and actions.
It is important, then, for parents to carefully guard and guide their children
so that experiences reinforce behaviors that cultivate exemplary personal
qualities. These enable the child to become an asset to his/her society.
‘Training up a child in the way he should go’2 is not merely a theoretical
ideology but a necessary reality.
The part of the brain responsible for making rational decisions, moderating
social behaviour and making complex mental assessments is the prefrontal
cortex. It does not fully develop until the mid-twenties. While the teenage
mind learns and retains information quickly, it is still immature. This is why
teenagers are more likely to get involved with extreme sports and risky
behaviours.
Interestingly, studies of children and adolescents have also found that sleep
deprivation can increase impulsive behavior and is a factor in delinquency.
Human personality (the characteristics and qualities that make up a person)
is developed in incremental stages throughout life, from childhood to
adolescence to adulthood. As we enter each new stage of development,
new challenges can either aid or hinder our intellectual, spiritual, emotional
and physical development.
Between ages 0 and 8, learning occurs more rapidly than at any other
stage in life. Children learn about the world, how it is designed, how they
fit into the world and how they relate to the people in it. This age group
provides many ‘teachable moments’ to educate about God the Creator,
God as designer of the universe, and God as moral lawgiver. They also
learn that their choices have moral, emotional and physical consequences.
Ages 9-18 include the early, mid and late adolescent years. Many physical
and hormonal changes take place. The opinions of peers become more
important than those of parents or other adults. Teaching has to be
practical and satisfy intellectual enquiry.
2

16
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Post 18 years, young adults still need support and guidance from family.
They need the freedom and confidence to consult with parents on any and
all issues. It is important not to be overly critical or stern (authoritarian)
in parenting, which can result in timid, fearful or rebellious children. The
other extreme of permissive parenting, as in the case of Eli in the above
Bible story, resulted in indisciplined and reckless offspring. The ideal
parent balances both attitudes, that is, he/she is lovingly authoritative.
Psychologist Erik Erikson’s stages of psychosocial development is one of
the most recognised theories on human moral development. The table
below indicates the impact of positive and negative experiences on the
development of human personality.3
Stage
(Age)

Psychosocial
Crisis

Significant
Relationship

Existential
Questions

1.

0-1

Trust vs. Mistrust

Mother

Can I trust the world?

2.

2-3

Autonomy vs. Shame
and Doubt

Parents

Is it ok to be me?

3.

3-6

Initiative vs. Guilt

Family

Is it ok for me to do, move,
act?

4.

7-12

Industry vs. Inferiority

Neighbour & School

Can I make it in the world
of people & things?

5.

12-18+

Ego-identity vs. Roleconfusion

Peer & Role model

Who am I?
What can I be?

6.

20-30

Intimacy vs. Isolation

Partners & Friends

Can I love?

7.

30-50

Generativity vs. Selfabsorption

Household,
Workmate

Can I make my life count?

8.

>50

Integrity vs. Despair

Mankind, My kind

Is it ok to have been me?

TABLE 1: Erik Erickson's Stages of Psycho Social Development

Children who enjoy positive experiences with their primary caregiver
will learn that the world is a place in which they can form healthy and
safe relationships. To the contrary, a negative experience of neglect and
apathy will develop a sense of mistrust that can impact other relationships
later in life. Statistics show that children who lack the input of a loving
father and mother are more likely to experience mental, emotional and
physical harm. They are more likely to get involved in gangs, participate
3

Retrieved from http://psychology.about.com/od/profilesofmajorthinkers/p/bio_erikson.htm
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in risky sexual behaviours, have low self-esteem, achieve lower academic
and occupational attainment, experience more depression, fear and
sadness, exhibit aggression and demonstrate poor social adaptation and
functioning.
The greatest need for human beings is for security and safety. A stable,
loving relationship between the father and mother is the best gift that
parents can give their children. Parents who fight or break up, damage
their child’s ability to feel safe, to trust and be confident.
Children do best when raised by their married biological parents in low
conflict homes. The further one moves away from that ideal, the greater
the loss for children, parents and society.
No person or circumstance is beyond redemption. The intervention of
caring adults can redeem individuals and families that do not meet the
ideal. Based on the understanding of the process of human development,
it is imperative for all well-thinking adults to model the character of Christ
in all interactions with children. Children will not become confident about
their world if experiences of insecurity outweigh promises of security. To
ensure the future well-being of Jamaica, the national pledge should not
only be recited on special occasions but should become a reality in the life
of every citizen.

 Questions for Further Discussion
•
•
•

Is love enough to raise a child to become a responsible citizen?4
How are children who are raised in State Institutions, disadvantaged in
their emotional and social development?5
Can I be a good person/citizen without believing in God?6

4
welfare.

Love is enough if properly defined as a principled decision to act in the interest of another’s

5
In addition to the behaviours exhibited by fatherless children, children in Children’s Homes
are likely to feel inferior to other children, have a greater difficulty in trusting persons and forming stable,
long-lasting relationships. They are more likely to desire and actually run away, be depressed and do
poorly academically.
6
A person who doesn’t outwardly acknowledge God can be a good citizen, as there is a
universal law written on the heart. (Romans 2: 12-15). It is difficult to define ‘good’ without reference to
God, because God is the absolute standard (Romans 3:10-12 and Matthew 19:17). However, this is not
a substitute for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, which ensures an eternal citizenship in heaven.
(Hebrews 11: 13-16)

18
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•
•
•

Which is more important in the development of a child - training or
conscience?7
How do we explain that there are many persons who call themselves
Christians but who are not responsible citizens?8
Is “Live and Let Live” a Christian principle?9

 Application
Reflect on your own life; can you identify any weaknesses that might have
been present in your own upbringing? If you are a parent, how can you
prevent these weaknesses from being carried on in your children?

 Prayer
Father, forgive me where I have not demonstrated love and mercy and
help me to walk humbly with You and to set a good example for the next
generation. Help me to live like Christ so that all children who observe me,
can become more like Christ.

 Glossary
•
•
•

Neuron = primary cell of the brain
Synapse = point where two neurons meet and communicate
Prefrontal cortex = part of the brain that is responsible for rational
decisions, moderating social behavior and making complex mental
assessments

7
Both are important, but training can override conscience. In every heart is an unwritten law
(conscience), However, the type of instruction will affect the child’s conscience beneficially or negatively
by making it more or less sensitive to God’s Word.
8
This can be explained by 3 things: hypocrisy, immaturity and ignorance. Hypocrisy – the
practice of professing to be Christian without living as one. Immaturity may be as a result of someone
being young in the faith; being in the process of sanctification. The Apostle Paul described the internal
conflict between the desire to do good and the ability to do so. This process will not be concluded on
earth. Ignorance – a Christian who genuinely does not know what being a Christian means. This person
needs to develop an understanding and acceptance of a Biblical Worldview. (1 Peter 2: 1-3 ; Romans
7:10; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 1 John 1:8-9)
9
It is not. ‘Live and Let Live’ is contrary to the Christian understanding of love which seeks the
best for the other person. This is not practised anywhere in the world. If it were, persons would not be
persecuted for their faith. Christ also instructed his followers to go and make disciples. (Matt. 28:19, 2
Cor. 10:5) Paul says to take every thought captive to Christ which extends to debates in the public space.
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 Additional Resources
•
•

20

Family Life Ministries Jamaica: www.familylifeminstriesjamaica.com
Focus on the Family: www.focusonthefamily.com
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module

II

WORLDVIEW
 The Big Idea
Everyone has a worldview, and it affects everything we do. The best
worldview for organizing society is the Judeo-Christian worldview.
Ephesians 4: 17 (The Message)
"And so I insist—and God backs me up on this—that there be no going
along with the crowd, the empty-headed, mindless crowd. They’ve refused
for so long to deal with God that they’ve lost touch not only with God but
with reality itself. They can’t think straight anymore."
“We all - whether naturalists, atheists, Buddhists, or Christians
- see the world through the grid of an interpretive framework
- and ultimately this interpretive framework is religious in
nature”
James K. A. Smith, Who’s Afraid of Postmodernism?:
Taking Derrida, Lyotard, and Foucault to Church

 The Story
Standing firm: Read Daniel 1: 1-21.
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 Think about it
What enabled Daniel to resist the cultural pressures of his day? What was
the attitude of Daniel and his friends in engaging with the Babylonian
culture? What were the possible consequences of their choices and
actions?

 Scripture References
Ephesians 4: 17-21

Romans 12: 2

1 Peter 3: 15-16

 Commentary
Worldview and the Christian: What is a
worldview?
In Module 1, we looked at the Responsible
Citizen. In the following modules we will
look at the best ways to encourage the
development of responsible citizens.
We started by saying that everyone has a
worldview, and that it affects everything
we do. The first question then that we
need to consider is, 'What is a Worldview?'
A worldview is simply the way in which someone looks at the world; it
informs the beliefs on which an individual builds his or her life. Our
worldview therefore influences attitudes and actions. Everyone has one.
In this module, we will look at what characterises the Judeo-Christian
Worldview, and why it is the best worldview for organising society, even
for non-Christians.
What is a Biblical worldview?
Every worldview makes claims about the nature of truth (‘truth claims’).
Truth is a statement or proposition that is consistent with reality. However,
not all truths can be verified by science that is, evaluated and supported
by empirical data. Some truths are deduced from supporting evidence.
The dictionary defines ‘truth’ as a verified or indisputable fact. Christians
understand that Truth is embodied in the person of Jesus Christ, as
THE WALL 2017
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revealed to us through the Holy Scriptures, the Bible.
In the Gospel of John 18:37, the Lord Jesus answered Pilate, ‘You say that
I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is
to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.’ (our
emphasis)
John 5:39 states ‘You study the Scriptures diligently because you think
that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify
about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.’
By linking these verses, we see that truth is personified in Jesus and
revealed in the Bible.
We will now examine worldview from both the personal and the cultural
perspective.

PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE
How do I know if I have a Biblical worldview?
Looking again at John 18:37, Jesus says, ‘Everyone on the side of truth
listens to me’ therefore, our worldview will be Biblical only as far as it
conforms to the teachings of Scripture. Where our thoughts, attitudes and
actions are inconsistent with the teachings of Scripture, we do not have a
Biblical worldview.
In order to develop a Biblical worldview we need to:
1. Know what Scripture teaches (2 Timothy 2:15 in order to learn to see
life and the world from God’s point of view);
2. Know what we think so that we can identify our unbiblical ideas or
assumptions. (Hebrews 4:12);
3. Change our thoughts and actions where they are at odds with
Scripture, so that our lives reflect a Biblical worldview (Romans 12:2).
How do we transform our thinking so that it conforms to Biblical truths
and not worldly ideas?
Scripture is clear that our minds need to be transformed because the
majority of the messages and influences of the world are opposed to
godly thoughts and actions. We are constantly bombarded by messages
from media and the entertainment industry that promote self-interest and
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self-love over love of God and of our neighbour. A few examples are,
‘Obey your thirst’, ‘You deserve it’, ‘Just do it’.
All these messages, personal experiences, culture and history shape what
we personally believe, that is, our worldview.
What are some of the assumptions which inform our beliefs/worldview?
1. My worth is based on what I have, what I can see and touch: Materialism
2. The most significant person in my life is Me. I have to think about me
first: Individualism
3. I live life how I feel. The number one goal in life is comfort, pleasure
and the happiness of me and mine: Hedonism
4. You have your truths. I have my truths. Relativism
5. God does not exist. Man is master of his destiny. What man’s intellect
cannot know and understand is not true: Atheism
6. God exists and made me for His purpose: Theism
Our worldview may be based on one or many of these assumptions
which play out in different areas of our lives. Many persons, perhaps
unconsciously, have a mix of worldviews, which may not fit together
logically.

CULTURAL PERSPECTIVE
There are three main worldviews at this time in history, which are often in
conflict. These are:
1. Biblical worldview
2. Secular worldview
3. Islamic worldview
Here are some questions to ask when evaluating a worldview:
i. Is it logical, that is, do the teachings contradict each other?
ii. Is it consistent with reality, that is, do the teachings match what we see
in the world around us?
iii. Is it livable, that is, can the teachings be applied to how we actually
live our lives?
All worldviews seek to provide answers to four fundamental issues: origin,
morality, purpose, and destiny.
THE WALL 2017
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ORIGIN or beginnings:
1.

a)
•
•
•

How did the world come about?
Biblical worldview: Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God…” God is
the creator of everything.
Secular worldview: The universe was not created and therefore,
there is no creator God.
Islamic worldview: Allah (the Muslim god) created the heavens
and the earth.

1.

b)
•
•
•

Where do human beings come from?
Biblical worldview: Man is made in God’s image (the Imago Dei).
Secular worldview: An accident/ evolution.
Islamic worldview: Allah caused man to grow out of the earth.

1.

c)
•

What is the source of TRUTH?
Biblical worldview: Truth exists and can be known, because truth is
represented in the person of Jesus Christ.
Secular worldview: There is no absolute truth.
Islamic worldview: Truth cannot be known for certain because
Allah’s will cannot be predicted.

•
•

(i) Truth and Gender: How many genders are there?
¾¾ Biblical worldview: The Bible does not speak of ‘gender’ but of
‘sex’ which is based on biology. There are two sexes, male and
female.
¾¾ Secular worldview: Biological sex does not matter. The idea of
gender replaces sex. Self-identification of gender is what matters.
You are what you feel and say. The number of genders keeps
increasing based on man’s desire, for example Facebook in 2014
recognised 71 ‘genders’.
¾¾ Islamic worldview: Two sexes, male and female.
(ii) Truth and Marriage: What is marriage?
¾¾ Biblical worldview: Marriage was established by God as a covenant
between one man and one woman, as the foundational unit for
society.
¾¾ Secular worldview: Marriage is as defined by man’s desire. The
logical progression is that the only basis for marriage is consent.
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Ultimately there are no numerical, biological or relational
limitations. A person can marry any combination of male and
female that they desire.
¾¾ Islamic worldview: One man may marry several women.
2.

MORALITY deals with principles concerning the distinction between
right and wrong, or good and bad behaviour. It seems that there are
many things wrong with the world. How do we decide what is right
and wrong?
• Biblical worldview: Right and wrong are defined by God and is
based on His character, which is perfect.
• Secular worldview: There is no absolute right or wrong. Man
decides what is best.
• Islamic worldview: Allah decides what is right or wrong but this
can change from day to day because his will is not bound to his
character.

3.

PURPOSE. The world is in such a mess that one may wonder if there is
any meaning to life.
• Biblical worldview: Our purpose is to love God and love our
neighbour as ourselves.
• Secular worldview: No over-arching purpose therefore life is
ultimately random.
• Islamic worldview: Submission to Allah.

4.

DESTINY. This is the question of destiny, where are we all ultimately
headed?
• Biblical worldview: By the grace of God, we are changed into
immortal beings and we spend eternity with Him in a new heaven
and earth.
• Secular worldview: At death we cease to exist. There is no
difference between a dead man and a dead dog.
• Islamic worldview: Your ultimate destiny cannot be known until
the Day of Judgment when your good deeds are weighed against
bad deeds. There is no concept of grace.
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How do you judge your worldview?
1. Your worldview should be logically consistent. Its’ truth claims cannot
contradict each other.
2. Your worldview’s teaching must be applicable directly to what you see
in reality.
3. A worldview’s teaching must relate directly to how you actually live
your life.
The Biblical Worldview is the only one whose truth claims are consistent
in all areas. Understanding that the claims of the Bible are not only
articles of faith but are also statements that are consistent with reality,
should empower Christians to share and defend the reason of their hope.
Realising that we are living in dark times, Christians need to grasp the
urgency of sharing their faith in a loving and persuasive way with those of
different worldviews.
The remaining five modules will expand on and develop some of the ideas
introduced in this section, in order to encourage personal and national
transformation.

 Questions for Further Discussion
•
•
•
•
•

How can you determine if one worldview is better than the other?1
Do you have to choose one worldview or can you have a mixture of
worldviews?2
‘Everything is relative’. Do you agree?3
Do all Christians have a biblical worldview?4
Is there a secular worldview neutral about morality?5

1
The better worldview is coherent, lines up with reality and makes sense of the world. It
answers the deep questions of life and is consistent with the world around us.
2
Most people perhaps unconsciously, do have a mixture of worldviews, but these views
may not fit together logically. To be logically consistent you ought to have a single, livable, coherent
worldview. The only coherent worldview that you can consistently live out is the biblical worldview.
3
No, because there are some absolutes in life. If ‘everything is relative’ then that very statement
goes against itself.
4
No. Like most people, they are not conscious that they have a mixture of worldviews. They
need to bring every thought captive to Christ.
5
No. Secularism claims to be neutral but it is also a belief. Secularists wish to organise society
on the basis of what they believe to be right and wrong.
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•

How does one develop a biblical worldview?6

 Application
Based on what you have learned in this module, analyse your own worldview.
Decide if it is biblical, coherent, or a mixture of several worldviews. What
steps will you take to develop or reinforce a biblical worldview?

 Prayer
Lord, forgive us where we have only applied Your Truth when it is convenient.
May we delight in Your truth, and meditate on it day and night, so that we
may become more like Your Son.

 Glossary
•
•
•

Worldview = the lens through which we see and interact with the world.
Coherent worldview = the truth claims do not contradict each other.
Judeo-Christian = founded on the biblical writings, beliefs, values or
traditions held in common by Judaism and Christianity.

 Additional Resouces
Books:
• How Now Shall We Live, Charles Colson and Nancy Pearson
• The Universe Next Door, James W. Sire, 5th Edition
Websites:
• Socrates in the City - www.socratesinthecity.com
• Ravi Zacharias Ministries - www.rzim.org
• The Truth Project - www.thetruthproject.org
• Colson Center for Christian Worldview - www.colsoncenter.org

6
Develop deep knowledge of Scripture, use your intellect under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit to understand Biblical truths, and transform one’s thoughts and action to be in conformity to
scriptural truths.
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module

III

CASE STUDY ON
ALFRED KINSEY
 The Big Idea

Dr Alfred Kinsey
(1894- 1956)

It is possible for one man’s worldview to trigger the
corruption of an entire society by changing its laws
and customs, public policy, education curricula
and the minds of ordinary people, including the
church. Alfred Kinsey, a sexual pervert and poor
researcher was such a man. The Church must be
able to recognise and expose his and similar works,
and provide an alternate and correct approach to
human sexuality.

Jeremiah 17: 9
“The heart is deceitful above all things,
And desperately wicked; Who can know it?"
"Where were the Christian lawyers during the crucial shift...
that have come in law? …surely the Christian lawyers should
have seen the change taking place and stood on the wall and
blown the trumpets loud and clear between…1940 and 1970.
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[The] Bible-believing theologians were not very good at
blowing trumpets either…[Nor] did Christian educators do
any better… The failed responsibility covers a wide swath."
Francis Schaeffer, ‘A Christian Manifesto’, 1981

 The Story
You are the man!: Read 2 Samuel 11: 1-5, 14-15, 12: 1-10.

 Think about it
•
•

What was the role of the prophet in this story?
Why was it necessary for the king to be confronted?

 Scripture References
Jeremiah 17: 9-10
Ephesians 5: 11-17

Luke 17: 1-3

Romans 1: 21-22, 24 – 32

 Commentary
Two key publications are widely believed to have
advanced the Sexual Revolution1 of the 1960’s:
Sexual Behaviour in the Human Male (1948) and
Sexual Behaviour in the Human Female (1953).
Together these were known as “The Kinsey Reports”
named after the lead author, Dr. Alfred C. Kinsey.
Dr. Kinsey et al. claimed that nearly 90% of
American men and women were engaging
in sexual perversion – promiscuity, adultery,
homosexuality, pedophilia, bestiality among
others; that abortion was common among
married and single women, and rape was
harmless. Kinsey et al claimed that children
were sexual from birth, they should be taught
masturbation and they would benefit from incest.
1
A social movement in the Western developed world between the late 1950’s to 1980’s that
challenged and significantly relaxed traditional ideas and morality about human sexuality and behaviour.
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At the time of the publications, the criminal laws in some US states
permitted sexual intercourse only between a man and his wife. But Alfred
Kinsey painted the picture that public policy was out of sync with existing
social norms and personal needs. His statistics and claims received strong
support from influential voices in academia, media, and finance. As a
result, without further questioning, American legislators revised over 50
sexual crime provisions, and weakened penalties in order to bring the law
in line with Kinsey’s recommendations.
Yet, America seemed blind to what was written in black and white: the data
in Kinsey’s publications under Tables 31- 34 (Table 31, Sexual behaviour in
the human male, reprinted below), listed children as young as 2 months
among the persons he investigated for his studies. What did he actually
do?
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It is now acknowledged that Kinsey collaborated with two known
pedophiles, an American and a German Nazi, both of whom kept journals
of their abuse of children. Kinsey used these records as part of his research
and called the children’s reactions such as terror, screaming, convulsions
and fainting, as forms of ‘child orgasms’. Knowledgeable members of his
team said and did nothing about the sources of the information. His staff
members were also expected to participate in prohibited sexual acts with
each other, which were filmed. It was also later uncovered that among
other research frauds, the adult population sample he used was drawn
primarily from 1400 sex offenders, including prostitutes, pimps, rapists
and pedophiles, who were in prison at the time of his research. One could
ask, why were these glaring facts overlooked when the Kinsey Reports
were first released?
Alfred Kinsey died in 1956. His biographer John Jones indicated that Kinsey
practised excessive sado-masochistic masturbation. Medical complications
resulting from these extreme activities reportedly contributed to his death.
Jones also wrote that Kinsey rejected Christianity, embraced atheism, and
refused to hire Jews, Blacks or committed Christians. Though discredited,
Kinsey’s books are still in print, and his worldview continues to impact law,
education, entertainment, medicine, psychology, politics and the growth
of the field of ‘sexology’.
For example,
• The modern gay ‘civil rights’ movement was inspired by Kinsey’s false
claim that homosexuality is a normal sexual expression.
• Kinsey’s Reports influenced the decision by the American Psychiatric
Association (APA) in 1973 to remove homosexuality from being listed
as a mental disorder. This was perhaps the first time in history that the
status of a medical condition was decided by vote and not by medical
science.
• A young college student, Hugh Hefner, read the Kinsey Reports
and decided to become Kinsey’s ‘pamphleteer’ to spread Kinsey’s
message far and wide. Hugh Hefner went on to establish the billiondollar Playboy empire, based on pornography.
The world desired by Kinsey became a reality in the USA. Marriage rates
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have plummeted while divorce, single motherhood, fatherlessness and
abortion have increased. The consumption of pornography has been
linked to rape, sexual harassment, child pornography, prostitution,
trafficking and other sex crimes against women and children. LGBT (lesbian
gay bisexual and transgender) activists have demanded and won a ‘right’
to marriage. The Courts have punished persons and businesses, including
many Christians, who oppose or refuse to affirm the LGBT lifestyle.
Yet, as shocking and revolutionary as the Kinsey
Reports were, perhaps the American public had
been groomed to be receptive to the liberal ideas
represented in those publications. In the two
decades immediately before the Kinsey books,
there was an intense public battle over moral
values between the advocates for birth control
and the Roman Catholic Church. Mrs. Margaret
Margaret Sanger
Sanger, who supported ‘free sex’ regardless of the
consequences, led the movement for a ‘right’ to birth control.
The Roman Catholics were vocal and militant in sustaining opposition to
birth control as they believed that only the Creator has sovereign control
over life. They correctly foresaw that separating sex from the possibility
of pregnancy would promote ‘indiscriminate immorality’, undermine
marriage, and open the door to legalising abortion, euthanasia and the
‘scientific production of souls’.2 The Roman Catholic Church stood alone
in objecting to the ideas being pushed by Mrs. Sanger and her sexual
‘rights’ campaigners, which included a supportive political and medical
establishment, and liberal Catholic and Protestant church persons.
The general silence and disunited response by the Christian church and
wider society to the contraceptive agenda, was repeated when the Kinsey
Reports appeared. Today, almost 70 years later, there are many Kinsey
disciples across the globe who continue to spread his worldview and false
science through education, medicine, law, social sciences and media/
entertainment.

2
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Reproductive technologies include artificial insemination, in vitro fertilization and cloning.
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Jamaica has not been spared from Kinsey. Among other examples, there
was the introduction of the controversial sex education curriculum in the
Health and Family Life Education (HFLE) books for Grades 8 and 9 in 2012.
The books were withdrawn for revision by the then Minister of Education,
Rev. Ronnie Thwaites. Additionally in 2014, there was the unconscionable
and unauthorized sex education programme in six private Children’s Homes
by three NGO’s advocating sexual freedom. One NGO was Jamaicans for
Justice. There is also a court case filed by ‘gay’ activists in 2013 and 2015
seeking to repeal the buggery law. They claim that homosexuality and
homosexual behaviour are normal expressions of human sexuality.
“Truth always carries with it confrontation. Truth demands
confrontation, loving confrontation nevertheless. If our reflex
action is always accommodation regardless of the centrality of
the truth, there is something wrong”
Francis Schaeffer
Will the Church be Jamaica’s Nathan in speaking truth to power?

 Questions for Further Discussion
•

•
•
•

If the USA’s social culture of the 1940s-50s was predominantly based
on Christian values, what could have accounted for the powerful
influence of Alfred Kinsey?3
What were the likely factors affecting the Church’s response at that
time?4
Why do some churches not talk about sex?5
Can you identify the impact of Kinsey in modern society? Can you
identity the impact in Jamaican media, law, education, politics, culture
etc?

3
Framing ideology as science; the public’s unquestioning acceptance of anything called
science; blind trust in the elites of society (media, politicians, academia, financial and social power
brokers), refusal of good people to do anything, abdicating our responsibility to care for the well-being
of our neighbour.
4

Refusal by the church to obey the biblical mandate to be salt and light.

5
Embarrassment, lack of understanding as to what sex represents in God’s design; believing
in the false separation of the sacred from the secular life; an unjustified fear that speaking about sex from
God’s perspective will encourage youth to so engage.
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•

•

How has Kinseyan ideology influenced the current debates about redefining the meaning of ‘rape’ (to be orifice neutral) and prostitution
(to be called ‘commercial sex work’)?
What action should be taken in Jamaican law, education, media and
entertainment to prevent, stem or mitigate the philosophy of ‘free sex
without consequences’?

 Application
How can you tell whether Kinsey has influenced you? Examine your
attitudes towards pre-marital sex, abortion, pornography, masturbation
and homosexuality.

 Prayer
Heavenly Father, we repent of trusting the opinions of man above Your
perfect, timeless precepts and commands. Forgive us we pray. Help us
to use our intellect in Your service and for the good of all persons. Grant
us courage to discern and resist ungodly philosophies so as to reverse
harmful trends and restore the beauty of human sexuality as You designed
it. Amen.

 Additional Resources
Book:
• Stolen Honor, Stolen Innocence: How America was betrayed by the lies
and sexual crimes of a mad ‘scientist’, Dr. Judith Reisman
Articles:
• See various articles - www.drjudithreisman.com
Websites:
• The truth about the pill - http://thepillkills.org/
• 10 Eye Opening Quotes from Planned Parenthood Founder Margaret
Sanger.
http://www.lifenews.com/2013/03/11/10-eye-openingquotes-from-planned- parenthood-founder-margaret-sanger
Video:
• Kinsey’s Pedophiles – Yorkshire Television documentary on YouTube.
com
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IV

MARRIAGE [PT.1]
 The Big Idea
The covenant of marriage is a reflection of the unity of the Godhead and is
the foundation of all relationships. Marriage impacts all other relationships
in the community. The institution of marriage is the foundation of the
social, economic and political life of any civilization.
Jeremiah 29:6
"Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give
your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.
Increase in number there; do not decrease."
“…The institution of marriage is not merely a private contract
between two partners. Rather, it is a natural, social, and civil
partnership in the living present between the past and future.
Because of the inherent procreative capacity in the conjugal
(pertaining to marriage between man and woman) act, the
union is also the union of the generations, of all society…
The state rightly takes a particular interest in this type of
relationship. The Princess Bride Syndrome"
Ryan Shinkel, First Things Sept 4, 2014,
http://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2014/09/the-princess-bride-syndrome
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 The Story
The Imago Dei: Male and Female: Read Genesis 2: 15-25, Ephesians 5:
31-32

 Think about it
What does the creation of Eve and her relationship to Adam have to do
with the Image of God?

 Scripture References
Genesis 2: 24-25, (Compare with Matthew 19: 5-6; Mark 10: 6-8),
1 Corinthians 7: 2-5, 1 Thessalonians 4: 3-8

 Commentary
God communicates the pre-existence of the marriage relationship in
Genesis 2:24-25. The relationship between man and woman is the
manifestation of the Image of God as stated in Genesis 1:27-28. The
Christian marriage is a 3-person relationship, a covenant, which the two
people make with each other and with God. God is central to the covenant,
setting it apart as distinct from all other relationships.
•

•

If marriage is a social contract and “we choose to create marriage in
the first place, then we can also choose to change it — we can redefine
it any way we want. No wonder so many people today are questioning
the very definition of marriage.”
"By contrast, the biblical concept of marriage as a covenant is that it is a
pre-existing social institution built into our very nature. We don’t create it
so much as we enter into it. The relationship of marriage is a moral
entity that exists in itself, with its own normative definition. That means
it confers on us certain moral obligations such as fidelity,integrity,and
so on” Dr. Nancy Pearcy. http://www.familyproject.com/worldviewweakening-marriage/

What was God’s intent for marriage?
• Reflect the Image of God (Imago Dei).
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•
•
•

Teach us about the nature of God, that is a plurality of personalities
being one.
Teach us how to live in right relationship with Him.
Teach us how to live in right relationship with each other.

From the beginning, the primary relationship and the foundation of the
family is one man and one woman in covenant relationship. The union of
the two is the way in which God creates children.
Genesis 1:28
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill
the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the
sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
The public goods of marriage
“There are also social dimensions to God’s sanctification of marriage;
by setting marriage apart for His own jurisdiction, God makes the sexual
relationship safe and permanent for both partners. Thus, human sexuality,
the powerful force that causes much human misery outside marriage
(unwed pregnancy, STDs, rape, child molestation, prostitution, porn
addiction, etc.), is tamed and given a highly beneficial role (the blessing of
children, lifelong mutual pleasure and nurture for the husband and wife,
etc.) within the marriage covenant.”1
A family based on married biological parents represents a stable economic
unit in society. At the core of this unit is the commitment of one party to
the well-being of the other. The basic principles of marriage - monogamy,
fidelity and permanence - encourage personal responsibility and
selflessness. These behavioural outcomes profoundly benefit the physical,
mental and emotional health of each member of the family.
1.

2.
3.
4.
1
p.77
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Marriage is the foundational relationship for all of society. It encompasses the five basic relationship institutions of society which reflect
the basic tasks of all society:
kinship (family)
belief and motivation for survival (church)
transmitting knowledge from one generation to the next (school)
Redeeming the Rainbow: A Christian Response to the “Gay” Agenda” (2009) Scott Lively,
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5.
6.

distributing goods and services (marketplace)
maintenance of law and order (government)

The learning and mastering of each task equip each member coming out
of the married family - husband and wife and children, to become lawabiding, contributing members of society.
Marriage is also society’s least intrusive and most efficient means of
ensuring the well-being of children, as marriage exists to make men
and women publicly commit to each other and any children they may
have. According to renowned anthropologist Bronislaw Malinowski, the
principle of legitimacy is not of a European or Christian bias but a universal
sociological rule that no child should be brought into the world without an
acknowledging father to act as the protector and link between the child
and their community.
Local and international studies have revealed that children do best
(physical, emotional developmental health, and academically) when raised
in intact low-conflict homes by their married biological mother and father
when compared to other parenting arrangements such as cohabiting
biological, step parent, adoptive/foster parents, single parent, same sex
married parent and same sex cohabiting parents.2
The breakdown and absence of the two-parent, married family severely
costs society and is evidenced by increased likelihood of poor academic
performance of children, poor work ethic of citizens, negative attitudes
towards law and order, fragmented participation in intimate, family and
wider societal relationships, increased public health burden (chronic
disease risk factors), weak national economic performance, and most
visibly, crime. Relationship Foundation UK estimated the cost of UK family
breakdown at £48 billion in 2016, costing each taxpayer around £1,820 a
year.
Studies have also demonstrated that the real roots of crime and violence
are not material poverty but ‘the loss of the capacity of fathers and mothers
to be responsible in caring for the children they bring into the world. This
loss of love and guidance at the intimate levels of marriage and family has
2
Austin

The New Family Structures Study (2013), Professor Mark Regnerus, University of Texas at
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broad social consequences for children and the wider community.’3
Anthropologists have noted in various societies across time and geography,
that high rates of unmarried males especially from lower economic-status
is linked to higher rates of murder, robbery, rape, fraud, drug abuse and
gambling in those societies. Getting married substantially reduces a man’s
chances of committing a crime.4
Creating a stable marriage and family culture will depend on families, the
church, and civil society. However, Government must retain or introduce
laws and policies that are marriage and family friendly, and ought to
introduce incentives for marriage, for example tax breaks for married
couples with children or lower mortgage rates for married couples.
Facts ‘n’ Stats
• Marriage existed before government.
• Marriage is a public institution. It is society’s most efficient means of
connecting sex, love, money, babies, men and women, mothers and
fathers, because men and women need each other and children need
both mother and father.
• The monogamous husband is the safest protection for women and
children.
• Women in co-habiting relationships are more likely to experience
depression, sexual abuse and domestic violence. Cohabitation is
defined by a lack of commitment and sexual exclusivity5
• Married men and women generally have better physical and emotional
health and live longer and experience more satisfying sex lives6
• Children raised by married biological parents generally do better
emotionally and physically, perform better at school and engage in
less risky behaviour

3
The real root causes of violent crime: the breakdown of marriage, family and community,
(1995) Dr
Patrick Fagan. http://www.heritage.org/crime-and-justice/report/the-real-root-causesviolent-crime-the-breakdown-marriage-family-and
4
The puzzle of monogamous marriage (2012), Joseph Henrich, Robert Boyd and Peter J.
Richerson. http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/367/1589/657
5
2010

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family, Sharon Slater, Family Watch International,

6

ibid
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 Questions for Further Discussion
•
•
•

Can you have a good marriage without being a Christian?7
If God is love, how could He punish two persons of the same sex in a
loving committed sexual relationship?8
Why is a formal legal ceremony necessary in order to be married?9

 Application
1.
2.
3.

As a parent, model and teach from the Scriptures, God’s intention for
marriage to your children at an early age.
If you are a student or young person who is thinking of dating what
biblical instructions should inform your decisions to date?
If you are already in a relationship, what should you do before you
enter into the covenant of marriage?

 Prayer
Lord, we repent for not upholding Your design and standard for marriage.
Help us to recognise the significance of marriage as an institution
established by You from the foundation of the world, preceding both
law and government. Help us to remember that marriage is a covenant,
with God at the centre, reflecting the relationship between Christ and His
Church. Amen.

 Glossary
•
•

Covenant: 1. Solemn agreement; 2. Legally binding agreement; 3. Lawsuits
for breach of agreement; 4. Mutual promises of God and Israelites
Monogamy: 1. Marriage to one person; 2. Practice of having one
sexual partner; 3 Practice of having one mate.

7
Yes. God’s moral law is universal and the benefits will come to whoever abides by them. The
adverse consequences of disregarding God’s moral law also apply equally.
8
The two persons described have an emotional and physical attraction for each other. That
is not how God defines love. God defines love as the principle of obedience to Him. God is love and
love always seeks the best for the person who is loved. Because God knows that the relationship above
described is inevitably harmful to both parties, He prohibits such relationships. This relationship also
destroys the Image of God which is the complementary of the 2 sexes in the covenant of marriage.
Disobedience is going against God’s instructions and results in eternal consequences.
9
Marriage is not only a private arrangement between 2 people. It is a public institution in
which the State has an interest because it is conducive to the social order and facilitates the welfare of
children.
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•
•

Sanctification: Set apart specially
Jurisdiction: 1. Legal authority; 2 Range of Legal Authority; 3 Authority

 Additional Resources
Books:
• The Meaning of Marriage, Timothy and Kathy (free Introduction http://static1.squarespace.com/
static/53189f41e4b0ee73efed7b5a/t/53405ec8e4b02233d74
3c907/1396727496263/The_Meaning_of_Marriage_Intro.pdf
• The Mystery of Marriage - Anniversary Edition: Meditations on the
Miracle, Mike Mason
• Truth overruled: the future of marriage and religious freedom,
(2015) Ryan T Anderson
• The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family, (2010),
Sharon Slater, Family Watch International
Articles:
• The Real Root Causes of Violent Crime: The Breakdown of
Marriage, Family and Community, (1995) Dr Patrick Fagan
http://www.heritage.org/crime-and-justice/report/the-real-rootcauses-violent-crime-the-breakdown-marriage-family-and
• The puzzle of monogamous marriage (2012), Joseph Henrich, Robert
Boyd and Peter J. Richerson http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.
org/content/367/1589/657
• Marriage – a feminist institution, Glenn Stanton
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/about/focus-findings/
marriage/marriage-a-feminist-institution
• What makes a marriage? Love, Sex or Comprehensive Union?
Sherif Gergis, Ryan T. Anderson, Robert P. George.
www.thepublicdiscourse.com/2013/12/11634/
• Varied studies and articles on the public policy goods of marriage
and stable family life: Marriage and Religion Research Institute,
http://www.marripedia.org/
• Marriage Matters: For Kids, for Parents, and for Religious Liberty,
Maggie
Gallagher,
2008
http://www.thepublicdiscourse.
com/2008/10/122/
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•
•

•

•

Marriage is a mirror, Richard Coekin, The Gospel Coalition
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/marriage-is-a-mirror
Cost of family failure index, 2016 – Relationships Foundation UK
http://www.relationshipsfoundation.org/family-policy/cost-offamily-failure-index/
The Economic Value of Marriage, Elisabeth Zenger and Rachel
Sheffield http://dailysignal.com/2016/02/13/the-economic-valueof-marriage/
Why marriage matters, The National Marriage project, University
of Virginia http://nationalmarriageproject.org/resources/whymarriage-matters/

Websites:
• www.focusonthefamily.com/marriage
• www.marripedia.org - Online encyclopedia on social science
research on marriage and family.
• http://www.boundless.org/relationships#P=0
Videos:
• The Economics of Sex
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cO1ifNaNABY
• Be a man. Get married
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtvfHnZMcOY
• The relationship between poverty and fatherlessness, Brad Wilcox
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aedJLGgNZhc
@Chase God TV:
• Christians and Dating:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysCtpNH8yEs
• Pursue her: Message to Christian men:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDomlA4jLOg
• Worth the Wait:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3C9N82cvY0k
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IV

MARRIAGE [PT.2] - SEX, THE
BRAIN AND GOD'S DESIGN
 The Big Idea
Sexual Intercourse = Marriage Glue. What God has used in marriage as a
bond for the couple, and by extension the family, is being used to destroy
the Family.
1 Corinthians 6:18-20
"Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside
the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. Do you
not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies."
There is no condom for the brain or the heart. So when you
have sex before marriage you are playing with fire that will
most certainly burn you at some point in your life, especially
in your marriage relationship.
Unknown
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 The Story
Pick up yuh foot and run! : Read Genesis 39: 6-12

 Think about it
What does Joseph’s response to Potiphar’s wife say about his beliefs on
marriage and sex?

 Scripture References
1 Thess. 4: 3-8
Romans 1: 21-27

Matthew 19: 4-5 and 18
1 Corinthians 6: 9-11

 Commentary
Sex is God’s gift to the human race for its continuation and for the pleasure
and bonding of the married couple. Saving sex until marriage results not
only in personal benefit, but benefits the well-being of society in general.1
“Research has shown that multiple sex partners before marriage increases
the risk of separation and divorce”.2
We cannot separate the brain from the body. How we use our brains
affects our bodies and vice-versa. Apart from the skin, the brain is the
largest sex organ. Substances called neurochemicals are released in the
brain when persons engage in sex acts or are exposed to sexual content.
These neurochemicals exert a powerful control over the person.
Dopamine, the ‘reward’ hormone is released in both sexes and works with
the ‘bonding’ hormones (Vasopressin in men and Oxytocin in women)
to tie the memory and experience of sex with pleasure, causing persons
to desire repeating sex with their first sexual partner. This brain reaction
enables and strengthens marriage bonds and supports abstinence and
fidelity.3
1
Dr. Patrick Fagan, The Family: Agent of Economic Development & the Fundamental Safety
Net, http://www.marri.us/UN-HolySee
2
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/about_us/focus-findings/marriage/premarital-sex-anddivorce.aspx
3
In women, oxytocin is also released during childbirth and breastfeeding, to strengthen
mother-child bonding
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The same brain mechanism leads to negative outcomes when persons
are promiscuous. Casual and premature sexual encounters carry physical,
mental and emotional dangers such as anger, jealousy, regret, shame
and guilt. Promiscuity weakens the effectiveness of the brain’s bonding
neurochemicals. This results in greater difficulty in maintaining long-term
relationships.
Research has shown that the part of the brain that is slowest to develop and
last to mature (this maturing generally occurs between ages 24-30 years)
is the part that enables us to foresee the consequences of our actions. As
such, teenagers and young adults are at particular risk when they engage
in certain behaviours including sex.4
In considering what we have learnt about sex and the brain, it is evident
that children and youth cannot assess the lifelong implications of early
sexual initiation and exposure. These include a high turnover of sexual
partners, increased rates for STD’s, out of wedlock pregnancies, teenage
pregnancies, single parenthood, decreased marital stability, increased
maternal and child poverty, increased abortion, increased depression
and decreased happiness. Contraceptives, abortions and medication
for venereal disease will only address the physical complications but
cannot resolve or prevent the emotional, spiritual and psychological
consequences.5
Viewing porn is also particularly detrimental to the brain development of
children, teenagers and young adults. Consuming pornography becomes
addictive and has been linked to sexual crimes,6 sex trafficking and
prostitution.7 Porn weakens male attitudes to marriage, family and raising
children as it presents a false image of women and children as ‘things’ to
be used. There is a correlation between viewing porn and increased cases
4
Hooked: New Science on How Casual Sex is Affecting Our Children Drs. Joe McIlhaney and
Freda McKissic Bush
5
‘The harmful effects of early sexual activity and multiple sexual partners among women: a
book of charts’ Robert. E. Rector, Kirk A. Johnson Ph.D., Lauren A. Noyes, Shannan Martin. The Heritage
Foundation, 2003
6
The Telegraph, UK, Boy, 12, raped seven-year-old sister after watching porn on Xbox, http://
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/law-and-order/10673218/Boy-12-raped-seven-year-old-sisterafter-watching-porn-on-Xbox.html
7
Family Research Council - Video lecture: http://www.frc.org/events/the-link-betweenpornography-sex-trafficking-and-abortion
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in erectile dysfunction.8 Pornography encourages women and girls to
accept unrealistic, deviant and violent sexual behaviours as ‘normal’. For
both men and women, pornography leads to dissatisfaction, and even an
inability to enter into and sustain normal, healthy intimate relationships.9
Men and women are physically different.
“Men and women are physically different…This difference is inborn and
clearly seen in their genetic makeup (DNA), and is obviously connected
to reproducing the species. In addition to the external sexual difference,
a woman’s organs and systems are specially designed for pregnancy,
birth and nursing. While not directly related to reproduction, the physical
strength and size of the man allow him to provide the needed life support
and protection for the members of his family while the woman undergoes
pregnancy and birth, and later while she nurses and physically cares for
babies and small children.”10
With the denial of God’s design for sex, deviant and aberrant behavior has
become widely acceptable, particularly in the western world. This leads
to even the denial of biology so that people are now deciding that one’s
sex is a personal preference based on desire rather than a genetic and
anatomical reality. For example a transgender advocacy group in Spain
asserts that “there are girls with penises and boys with vaginas. It’s as
simple as that.”11 God’s design for sexual relations is always between a
male and a female in the context of marriage.
Facts ‘n’ Stats: The destruction of the family
• Children from father-absent homes more often manifest higher rates
of sadness and depression, poor social and adaptive functioning,
early initiation of sexual activity and teen pregnancy, poorer academic
performance and delinquency, and lower occupational attainment.12
• Divorce (e.g. ending of marriage but also separation of parents in any
8
WebMD, Study Sees Link Between Porn and Sexual Dysfunction, May 12, 2017 https://www.
webmd.com/sex/news/20170512/study-sees-link-between-porn-and-sexual-dysfunction#1
9

Fight the New Drug, Pornography – www.fighthenewdrug.org

10

Redeeming the Rainbow: A Christian Response to the “Gay” Agenda, Scott Lively, page 77

http://www.breitbart.com/london/2017/01/12/posters-declaring-girls-penises-boys11
vaginas-appear-spain/
12
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sense) is associated with increased possibility of the following:
• Children can experience deficits in emotional development.
• Children are at risk for poor academic development as a result of
the emotional stress of a divorce. This may be caused by instability
in the home environment, inadequate financial resources, and
inconsistent routines.
• Divorce can also affect children’s social relationships, which can be
seen in aggressive play anxiety. This may make it difficult for them
to seek positive social interactions and engage in developmentally
beneficial activities.
Divorce can also result in the development of a cynical attitude towards
relationships, harboring feelings of mistrust, both toward their parents
and potential romantic partners. Divorce also changes the dynamics
in a family if two new households are formed. This permanently alters
family interactions and roles.13

 Questions for Further Discussion
•
•
•
•

If we love each other, why can’t we have sex if we are not married?14
What do you think is the outcome of unfaithfulness for individual
partners and society?15
True or False: Pornography and masturbation don’t harm anyone.16
True or False: Abortion is harmless.17

 Application
•

Have a frank discussion with your children on what makes people male

13
Divorce hurts children, even grown ones: www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-teenagemind/201110/divorce-hurts-children-even-grown-ones
The Adult Children of Divorce Find Their Voice: https://ifstudies.org/blog/the-adult-children-of-divorcefind-their-voice
You can have sex but you may not if you are going to be obedient to God. There are dreadful
14
consequences to disobedience, for example, the evidence from neuro-science.
15

Crime, sex abuse, trafficking, poverty, school drop-out, societal dysfunction etc

16
Both harm. They re-wire the brain and objectify persons,
which reduces a person’s ability to have normal sexual relationships, and can lead to acting out the
fantasy in an extreme manner.
Abortion destroys life; of the unborn child and his mother. No abortion is safe, whether the
17
law permits or prohibits abortion. The post-abortive mother is at increased risk for mental, emotional
and physical ill-health. For more information, please see http://www.christianconcern.com/sites/default/
files/Abortion-proof.pdf
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•
•

and female and find out whether they are being taught other ideas at
school.
Reflect on the strategies and tools that you can use to protect your
children from ideas that go against God’s design.
What are the strategies that you can use to follow God’s design for
marriage and sex?

 Prayer
Lord, we have failed as a church to adequately teach God’s design for
marriage and sex. Grant us grace and strength to be obedient so that our
choices are in keeping with Your Word. Amen.

 Glossary
Neurochemicals = substances released in the brain which modify behaviour
Dopamine = pleasure ‘reward’ neurochemical
Vasopressin (in men) and Oxytocin (in women) = bonding neurochemicals

 Additional Resources
Book:
• Hooked: New Science on How Casual Sex is Affecting Our Children by
Drs. Joe McIlhaney and Freda McKissic Bush
• Dr. Bush on Abstinence and America’s Sexual Culture: www.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xgif9SqyGjI&spfreload=10
Articles:
• Subversive Virginity by Sarah E. Hinlicky, First Things [October 1998]
http://www.firstthings.com/article/1998/10/002-subversive-virginity
• Is Sex Necessary, Roger Scruton, First Things [December 2014] http://
www.firstthings.com/article/2014/12/is-sex-necessary
• Sex after Christianity, Rod Dreher, American Conservative [April
2013]
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/articles/sex-afterchristianity/
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Websites:
• Eternal Perspective Ministries: Abortion - http://www.epm.org/
resources/tag/abortion/
• Boundless – community for Christian young adults. http://www.
boundless.org/
• See quotes on “Sex Before Marriage”, Marriage Missions International
www.marriagemissons.com
The Dangers of Pornography
Articles:
• Your brain on porn - www.yourbrainonporn.com
• National Center on Sexual Exploitation – www.endsexualexploitation.
org
• WebMD, Study Sees Link Between Porn and Sexual Dysfunction, May
12, 2017 https://www.webmd.com/sex/news/20170512/study-seeslink-between-porn-and-sexual-dysfunction#1
Videos:
• Family Watch International: The Porn Pandemic: The Devastating Effects
on Children, Families and Society - http://www.familywatchinternational.
org/fwi/pp_video.cfm
• www.fighthenewdrug.org - Fight the new drug YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/user/FightTheNewDrug
• The history of porn and anti-porn message - https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ys2n8NpKo6s


Nehemiah 4:7-9
"But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people
of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s wall had gone ahead
and that the gaps were being closed, they were very angry.
They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem
and stir up trouble against it.
But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night
to meet this threat."
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V

PROTECTIVE AND
PROACTIVE PARENTING
 The Big Idea
Parents have a God-given responsibility to equip themselves to prepare
children to face the pressures, traps, and lures of a society that has lost its
knowledge of God.
Matthew 18:6
"But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,
it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around
his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea."
No parent can childproof the world.
A parent’s job is to world-proof the child.
Doug Flanders, MD

 The Story
Protect our national heritage: Read 2 Samuel 13: 1-14, 20-34
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 Think about it
What are the possible factors that might have limited David’s authority in
correcting his children? What damage was done as a result?

 Scripture References
Proverbs 27: 12

Deuteronomy 6: 6-9

Philippians 4: 8

 Commentary
1.

PARENTS NEED TO BE PROACTIVE IN PROTECTING AGAINST
SEXUAL ABUSE
Extract from an account published in the Jamaica Gleaner, Sunday, May 10, 2015

This is the story of Raquel* (not her real name), who is now 18 years
old and trying to move on with her life after being the victim of sexual
abuse for longer than she cares to remember. In March 2009, Raquel's
nightmare started when she was age 11 when her mother migrated
to the United States, leaving all four girls - Raquel and her sisters -13,
eight and four – with their stepfather. According to Raquel, four months
after her mother migrated, her stepfather came home and forced them
to watch a pornographic movie. The girls refused to watch the movie
and later that night he attempted to rape Raquel.
Raquel told her aunt-in-law, who initially refused to believe her but later
on reported the matter to the Centre for the Investigation of Sexual
Offences and Child Abuse (CISOCA). Her biological mother remains
in denial. The stepfather was arrested, however, the case was dismissed
because witnesses refused to come forward.
After the case the girls were forced to leave their home and were
separated. Raquel was subsequently raped by an acquaintance, who
had offered to help to reunite her with her sisters. She became pregnant
from the rape. Her biological father insisted that she not press charges
against her rapist because he, the rapist was the father of her child (3
years old at the time of the writing of the story).
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Parents are expected to care for their children’s physical, emotional,
mental and spiritual needs (see The Child Care and Protection Act).
Unfortunately, Raquel’s story is a modern-day profile of too many
Jamaican children. Many are abandoned and abused, vulnerable to
predators and sexual grooming, at risk of being raped, trafficked and/
or infected with an STI, and likely to become pregnant. As a result
of these tragic experiences, many are poorly educated, emotionally
scarred and end up in a cycle of poverty destined to repeat itself in the
life of their own children.
Research has shown that the absence of biological fathers significantly
increases the daughter’s vulnerability to rape and sexual abuse.
Fatherless boys are also more likely to be molested, drop out of school,
be drawn into gangs, use violence and be imprisoned. Exposing your
children to the risk of sexual abuse is not worth the economic benefits
of leaving them for financial gain.
Children do best and are safest when raised by their married biological
parents. Notwithstanding the practice of other arrangements for
family, encouraging this ideal, which is God’s design, benefits all
society.
How would Raquel and her sisters’ lives have been different if they
had responsible parents who watched over and protected them? 18th
century African-American writer Frederick Douglass said, “It is easier
to build strong children than to repair broken men.”
2.

PARENTS NEED TO PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN’S MINDS:
PART A - EDUCATIONAL CURRICULA
In September 2012, then Education Minister Rev. Ronald Thwaites
instructed that the Health and Family Life Education (HFLE) Curriculum
be withdrawn from the school system in order to revise the Sex and
Sexuality component. One of the modules for children aged 10 –
15 years old, entitled “Sex and Sexuality” taught that homosexuality
is normal, gender is fluid (i.e. not tied to biology) and abortion is a
‘right’. It also contained a guided meditation for children to imagine
themselves in a homosexual world with questions such as “have you
THE WALL 2017

57

ever had anal sex without a condom? Do you know the HIV status of
all your partners?”
Rev Thwaites called the module “inimical (dangerous) to Jamaican
children”. In rejecting this curriculum, he made it clear that “respect for
all people is an entirely different thing from conditioning the minds of
our young people to accept alternative lifestyles as normative, which
is what the curriculum aims to do.”1
Much of the material used in the above-mentioned HFLE module
came from an international organisation called International Planned
Parenthood Federation (IPPF) whose goals include; “society must
recognise the right of all young persons (10-24 years) to enjoy sex.
They must be able to express their sexuality in the way they choose.”
(Goal 3, IPPF Youth Manifesto, 1998).
It must be noted that were it not for some proactive parents, teachers
and concerned citizens, the HFLE module might never have been
exposed and brought to the attention of the Education Minister and
the rest of Jamaica.
Despite the exposure and public outrage at the controversial HFLE
curriculum, in June 2014, it was revealed that the organisation,
Jamaicans for Justice (JFJ) had introduced a similar controversial, ageinappropriate sex education program into 6 children’s homes without
the knowledge of the Child Development Agency (CDA). Parents and
guardians need to be constantly vigilant in order to protect what their
impressionable children are being taught about human sexuality.
Since 2014, two further sources of inappropriate material have been
identified. These are: (i) a document entitled UNICEF Teacher Training
Module for Places of Safety Curriculum Guide (discovered in 2016),
and (ii) sex and sexuality modules in the Macmillan seven- book series
for Health and Family Life Education at the primary level (released in
2015), which are available in commercial bookstores in Jamaica.
Parents need to familiarise themselves with the materials that their
children are being taught in school, and ask themselves certain critical
1
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questions. Please see suggested questions for parents below. Parents
also need to familiarise themselves with existing laws concerning
children, and understand what their parental rights and responsibilities
are.
3.

PARENTS NEED TO PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN’S MINDS:
PART B - SOCIAL MEDIA
Extract from an account published in the Jamaica Gleaner of Monday, February 1, 2016
by Andre Poyser.

CISOCA has raised an alarm about the increased use of social media
to entice children into situations where they are sexually abused. “One
of the greatest challenges that we are having is that our children have
become fascinated by what is on social media. Facebook, for example,
and WhatsApp, have attracted a lot of our young children, and the
threat that we have is that they go on these social-media platforms and
meet people they don’t know anything about,” said Inspector of Police,
Cecilia Williams-Mullings. She argued that parents have to become
more vigilant in monitoring their children’s use of social media. “There
is a generation gap. Some of these parents will notice that the children
have these phones or tablets, but the parents themselves do not know
what is happening on these, so they are not being monitored”’ she
added. Another concern raised was the prevalence of viral videos of
sexual acts involving and posted by children. Williams-Mullings urged
parents to closely monitor the social-media activities of their children.”
Parents and guardians must understand that they have a new role
to play in their children’s lives in today’s digital age. Children are
bombarded by sexually explicit material and pornography via the
smartphones, tablets and computers. If parents and guardians are
not familiar with the current media trends, then they need to educate
themselves in order to ensure their children’s safety. A child’s safety
takes precedence over any aspect of a child’s privacy.
Children need to be taught media discernment. Parents therefore
have to train children from an early age to identify the subtle
messages that come from movies, TV, music, and video games. Rather
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than prohibiting access to certain programmes without explanation,
parents need to communicate the reasons for the restrictions. Children
must be taught the dangers of viewing pornography and what it can
do to their minds and lives. Part of proactive, protective parenting is
also encouraging children to get involved in positive activities such as
community groups, sports, music and church youth groups and not
make surfing the Internet their primary focus in life. In other words,
surround them with positive peer pressure.
4.

PARENTS NEED TO RECOGNISE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
DISCIPLINE AND ABUSE
5-year-old Rosie and her grandmother regularly attended church.
Normally Rosie was an active, cheerful little girl in her Sunday School
class, however, one morning her teacher noticed that she was listless
and inattentive with a very sad expression. She kept Rosie back after
class and attempted to find out what was the problem. At first Rosie
refused to answer because she said she was “frightened.” When her
teacher insisted, Rosie finally rolled up her sleeve revealing a severe
burn to her right arm. Her grandmother had burnt her with a hot iron
because she stole something while they were shopping together. The
grandmother was immediately confronted by the teacher and asked
to account for the burn. She tearfully replied that she had done it to
punish Rosie and to teach her not to steal. As a “good” Christian she
seemed to genuinely believe that this was a good way of enacting the
Bible’s warning’s ‘to spare the rod and not spoil the child.’ Amazingly,
she did not realise that what she did was abuse.
In wanting the best for their children and believing that they are
adhering to the principles of the Bible, some Jamaican parents and
guardians cross the line from discipline to abuse. Children do need
discipline and without it they are likely to lack direction, self-control
and rebel against authority. In the bible story referenced earlier, the
Lord brought judgment on David’s household because he failed to
discipline his children. (2 Samuel 13)
Christians ought not to misunderstand or misinterpret the biblical
admonition to ‘spare the rod and spoil the child’ for use as an excuse
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for abuse. Physically spanking a child should never be done in anger. It
is important to note that verbal abuse can also cause emotional harm.
Teaching children the consequences of their actions by denying or
withholding an appropriate benefit can be a useful option for teaching
discipline.
Parents themselves ought to follow the model set by Jesus of the right
way to live.
Persons need to be aware of laws being discussed which, in an attempt
to prevent abuse, may curtail their rights to discipline. Parents must be
vigilant about legal changes on the matter of corporal punishment.

 Questions for Further Discussion
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2
Pray.

How can parents protect their children from sexual abuse?
What rights do parents have? What are the responsibilities of parents
towards their children?
What are the rights of children and what are the bases for these rights?
How can parents protect children from pornography, sexual grooming
and sexually explicit material?2
In the current climate that we are in, how can you protect your children
from confusion about their sexuality?3
If you notice material that is inappropriate in your children’s
schoolbooks, what would you do?
How can you influence what happens at your children’s schools and
places where they have activities?
How are children from children’s homes disadvantaged in their social
and emotional development?4
What is the worldview of the school, church and clubs that your child
attends? How would you go about finding out?

Educate them as to the consequences. Show them the value to themselves and their future.

3
Gender confusion is a psychological disorder because the individual perception of
themselves is out of sync with their reality of their biology of their sexual organs (male, female).
4

They often lack a consistent nurturing adult caring for and protecting them.
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•
•

How can good parenting reduce Jamaica’s culture of violence?5
What can parents do to keep their children in the faith?6

 Application
The following are some steps that you could take to safeguard the children
in your home, in your church and in Jamaica at large.
• Report any abuse you see/suspect. Adults should know where to
report suspected abuse or sexual molestation, and understand that
they have a legal duty to report it to the Children's Registry and to
CISOCA. Reports are strictly confidential. Any person who is found
to have failed to report abuse, known or suspected by them may be
charged under the Child Care and Protection Act.
• Be informed of the Social Media Guidelines developed by the Office
of the Children’s Advocate (OCA).
• If your church does not have a parenting ministry, start one.
• Get involved in the PTA and School Board.
• Ask questions about the educational curricula - is this material in
keeping with the laws of the country? Does it support traditional family
values? Does the material present all sexual acts as equally good?
Does this material teach my child a biological view of sex? Does this
material conform to the ideals that promote the best interests of
Jamaican young people?
• Familiarise yourself with the existing laws concerning children e.g.
age of consent, Child Care and Protection Act, Offences against the
Person Act.
• Familiarise yourself with the attempts to redefine terms such as
‘gender’,’ tolerance’, ‘reproductive health’, ‘discrimination’ and ‘stigma’
in a way to normalize LGBT lifestyles, so that you can understand what
is being taught to your children.
• Know your rights and responsibilities as a parent.
• Become familiar with parental control software for TV’s, computers
5
All the recommendations in this chapter’s study, in particular a stable loving marriage.
Factors such as poor parenting, domestic instability and fatherlessness have been found to contribute to
the development of criminal behaviour. See The real roots of violent crime: the breakdown of marriage,
family and community, Patrick Fagan, Ph.D.
6
Model it, teach it, be intentional about knowing who their friends are, pray, teach them
apologetics to defend their faith.
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•
•

•

and smartphones which can block/monitor websites.
Computers and TV’s in the home should preferably be kept in a central
place rather than in children’s bedrooms.
Children must also be taught that Stranger Danger applies both to
the real and online world, e.g. not giving out personal information or
posting material which can be used in a damaging way or compromise
their safety.
Be careful of what you bring into your home and what you expose your
children to.

Facts on child sexual abuse:
• Child sexual abuse occurs to as many as 30% of girls and 14% of boys
before they reach 18 years of age.
• Boys and girls can be sexually abused at any age, however, most
sexual abuse occurs between the ages of 7 and 13.
• Children are most likely to be molested by someone their parents
trust.
• 80% to 90% of sexually abused boys are molested by acquaintances
that are non-family members.
• Few sexually abused children tell anyone that they have been abused.
Children are usually told to keep the abuse secret. This could involve
threats, bribes or physical force. The parent has to look for signs of
depression, regression, and reluctance to be with certain people or
physical trauma to the genitals.
Teach your child - When feeling threatened:
• Trust your instincts and feelings.
• Protect your private space.
• Say ‘No’ to unwanted touching or affection.
• Say ‘No’ to an adult’s inappropriate demands and requests.
• Do not give information that someone could use to harm you, e.g.
home address, phone number.
• Refuse gifts.
• Be rude or unhelpful if the situation warrants.
• Run, scream and make a scene.
• Physically fight off unwanted advances.
• Ask for help.
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 Prayer
Father, we repent of failing You and our children. We repent for not
upholding Your design and standard for marriage and parenting. You
were the perfect parent and you have given us everything in your manual,
the Bible. Help us to protect our children and to raise them to be godly
men and women.
We are imperfect, but through the power of Your Holy Spirit, please give us
wisdom, discernment and courage to model Christ-like behavior on every
issue that children may face. Please help them to stand against the devil,
the flesh and the world. Amen.

 Glossary
Confusion about sexuality = disconnect between anatomical structure and
sense of identity e.g. a girl who feels that she is a boy trapped in a girl’s body.

 Additional Resources
•
•
•
•
•

Child Care and Protection Act, Jamaica
Office of the Children’s Advocate - http://www.welcome.oca.gov.jm/
Office of the Children’s Registry - http://www.ocr.gov.jm/
Child Development Agency - http://www.cda.gov.jm/
The Pregnancy Resource Centre of Jamaica - http://prolifejamaica.
com/Christina%20cpc.html

Books:
• Hooked: New Science on How Casual Sex is Affecting our Children
Joe S. McIlhaney Jr. MD and Freda McKissic Bush, MD.
• Children in the Line of Fire (The Impact of Violence and Trauma of
Families in Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago), Claudette CrawfordBrown
• Faith and the modern family: How to raise a Healthy Family in a
“Modern Family” World, Craig Jutila
Article:
• The Real Root Causes of Violent Crime: The Breakdown of Marriage,
Family and Community, Patrick Fagan, Ph.D,
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http://www.heritage.org/crime-and-justice/report/the-real-rootcauses-violent-crime-the-breakdown-marriage-family-and
Websites:
• What We Believe Series. (ages 6-14) Volumes 1-4 www.apologia.
com Apologia Press
• Available online: How to protect your children on their smartphone.
Tigermobiles.com
• Stand for the Family: http://www.standforthefamily.org/sff/
• www.endsexualexploitation.org (extensive research and videos)
• Focus on the Family, www.focusonthefamily.com/parenting
Videos:
• 'US psychiatrist tells parents “stand firm” against dangerous
sex-education'
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/videos-uspsychiatrist-tells-parents-stand-firm-against-ontarios-dangerous
• The war on children: Exposing the Comprehensive Sexuality
Education agenda www.stopcse.org
• We need to talk about…porn https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=m1jlkLcmwqM
• The truth of abortion: Eclipse of Reason, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=_nff8I2FVnI
• The Truth Project (DVD), Focus on the Family
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VI

STABLE FAMILIES
BUILD A SAFE SOCIETY
 The Big Idea
The destruction of the family represents an internal threat to national
security that is often bigger than that posed by external forces. Self-control
is best taught in the context of family. Leaders without self-control lead to
vulnerable states.
2 Timothy 3:1-4
"But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be
lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient
to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God."
If a country is to be corruption free, and become a nation of
beautiful minds, I strongly feel that there are three societal
members that can make a difference: the father, the mother
and the teacher. Abdul Kalam
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 The Story
Perilous times: Read 2 Samuel 13; 1-22, 30-33, 2 Samuel 18: 1,6-8.

 Think about it
What does the story teach about the responsibility of one father towards
the welfare of an entire society? What was the basis of David’s sin?

 Scripture References
Genesis 1: 27-28

2 Samuel 11: 1-4

2 Samuel 16: 20-22

 Commentary
The family consists of a man and a woman in a monogamous unit (marriage)
along with children who are the result of birth, adoption or fostering. This
unit may be extended to include other relatives who share in the life of the
family unit such as uncles, cousins, aunts and grandparents.
Marriage and the family predate both religion and the law, and the
family has served as the fundamental social unit in all civilizations. Our
generation is unique in its attempt to systematically redefine this institution
by changing laws.
The stories of David, Bathsheba and Absalom reveal the link between
dysfunctional family life and loss of national security. It also illustrates the
critical role of the integrity of national leadership in this regard.
•

•

•

In the first place, the King was not fulfilling his responsibilities as a
leader when the temptation of adultery occurred. King David should
have been leading his nation in battle at this time. This shows he was
thinking of himself more than the security of the nation.
The woman after whom he lusted was clearly identified as the wife
of Uriah, but this did not cause him to pause in his pursuit of her. He
involved others in his wrong-doing; the servants who were sent to call
her, and Joab, who was recruited in the plan to kill her husband after
the failed attempt to cover up Bathsheba’s pregnancy.
The resulting loss of moral authority no doubt contributed to David’s
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•

•

failure to punish his son Amnon for raping his half-sister, Tamar. This
set in motion a chain reaction; in which Absalom took revenge on his
sister’s behalf, which led to bitterness, anger and rebellion. Ultimately
Absalom's treason threatened David's life and the peace and security
of the entire nation.
The effects of the destruction of family life often remain operative
through several generations. David’s failure to manage his family
resulted in civil war. Nathan prophesied that the sword would never
depart from the house of David. The child of the adulterous union
died, as did both Amnon and Absalom. Tamar remained desolate
for the rest of her life. In the civil war that ensued, “the people of
Israel were slain before the servants of David, and there was a great
slaughter that day of twenty thousand men” (2 Samuel 18). David’s
abject remorse is recorded in 2 Samuel 19: 4-8. It is noteworthy that
Absalom’s reprisal killing of Amnon followed David’s failure to ensure
that justice was done.
It is clear that Absalom displayed some of the character traits
described in 2 Timothy 3:2-5. “People will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their
parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – having a form
of godliness but denying its power”.

Many of the angry young men in our societies also show the traits
demonstrated by Absalom. We need to consider how the quality of their
family life, especially the physical or emotional absence of a father, and/or
an emotionally detached and abusive mother, contributes to their anger
and rebellion that now threaten the whole community.
The attitudes described in 2 Timothy are both the cause and the effect of
the destruction of the family. This vicious cycle leads to the degradation of
culture and society as a whole.
The health, wealth and stability of a nation are inextricably linked to the
health and stability of the family. It has been estimated that the cost of
family breakdown in the UK amounted to £48 billion in 2016, costing

70

THE WALL 2017

each taxpayer around £1,820 a year.1 Family failure carries an enormous
emotional and financial toll on individuals and the wider society.
Family precedes and supersedes the State. The key to social harmony,
economic independence, and national stability is the health of the family.
A sick and insecure nation is the inevitable outcome of unhealthy and
unstable families. The fidelity and moral integrity of leaders is particularly
critical.

Providing The
Instruments

Forming The
Person

{

{

THE 5 BASIC INSTITUTIONS

GOV.
MARKETPLACE
SCHOOL
CHURCH

— Order
— Goods and Services
— Learning
— Orientation
In Life
— The
Person

FAMILY

 Questions for Further Discussion
•
•

•

1

What is the link between crime, poverty, political tribalism and family
structure?
Many biblical patriarchs had several wives and concubines. So how
can you use the Bible to defend the monogamous faithful union as the
foundation of the family?2
The family structure of many Jamaicans is different from the ideal
described, yet many of these families produce good law-abiding

Cost of Family failure Index, 2016 update. Relationships Foundation, UK,

2
Jesus Himself indicated in Matthew Chapter 10, that the ideal of a faithful lifelong
monogamous heterosexual union was established at creation. All other varieties are therefore the result
of disobedience. Additionally the conflict and disharmony that existed in the homes of these patriarchs
such as Abraham, Jacob and David illustrate well the adverse effects of departing from God’s ideal.
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•

•
•

•

citizens. Is the Judeo-Christian model ideal?3
Many sociologists attribute the poor family structure of blacks to
the effect of slavery. Is the forced disintegration of the family during
slavery responsible for the high rates of co-habitation and out-of
wedlock births?4
Is there scientific evidence that children do better with a mother and
a father?5
If the Judeo-Christian worldview is best for family and society, how
is it that other cultures that do not subscribe to this worldview have
stronger families than Jamaica?6
How can the Jamaican church better promote stable family life and
marriage as a solution to political, economic and social stability?

 Application
•
•
•

What, if any, deficiencies did you experience in your family life?
How did this affect your role as a parent or as a leader in your church
or community?
What practical measures can you take to promote the health of the
family in your church and wider community?

3
Though acceptable outcomes sometimes arise from less-than-ideal circumstances, this does
not justify making the existing reality a new ideal. God’s moral law is universal and the benefits will
come to those who abide by them. The adverse consequences of disregarding God’s moral law also
apply equally. Studies have shown that children have better outcomes when both mother and father are
present in the home.
4
A history of enslavement is neither necessary nor sufficient to produce the dysfunctional
features observed in families today. Firstly, the level of commitment between spouses is decreasing
as one moves further and further away from slavery. Whereas persons cohabited in the past as an
alternative to marriage, some sociologists report that “common law” marriages are now progressively
being replaced by visiting relationships. Secondly, marriage and family life are deteriorating rapidly in
societies that were not enslaved. The state of marriage and family has been severely affected by the
permissiveness of the sexual revolution. See Module 3 on Alfred Kinsey.
5
Multiple social science studies support this. Please visit www.marripedia.org, Marriage and
Religion Research Institute.
6
Biblical principles are inherently good for the family and the wider society. Any nation that
follows these principles will reap the benefits, even if the original source of the principles is ignored or
denied. One does not have to know who invented vaccination in order to feel the health benefits of this
practice.

72

THE WALL 2017

 Prayer
Dear Lord, we thank you that the healthy family is an integral part of
the foundation for national stability. You have provided us with a good
example of fatherhood and a model of what family life should be. We pray
that our leaders would recognise the wisdom of Your ideal for family and
would order our nation’s affairs in accordance with Your design. Amen.

 Additional Resources
Books:
• 5 Love Languages of Children. Gary Chapman , M.D. Ross
Campbell
• Better Dads, Stronger Sons: How Fathers Can Guide Boys to
Become Men of Character – May 1, 2006 by Rick Johnson
Articles:
• Research on the political, economic and social importance of marriage
and family to the well being of society. Marriage and Religion Research
Institute. www.marripedia.org
• The Sustainable Demographic Dividend: What do Marriage and Family
have to do with the Economy? http://sustaindemographicdividend.
org/
• As the family goes, so goes the schools - Brad Wilcox, http://www.
nationalreview.com/node/439931/print
• Counting the cost of family failure: 2016 update – Relationships
Foundation (UK) www.relationshipsfoundation.org
Videos:
• Irreplaceable: What is family? (DVD)
focusonthefamily.com

Focus on the Family www.

Grassroots Initiatives:
• Man-up Jamaica: a call to healthy responsible manhood: A male
development program conceptualised by the National Association
for the Family (NAF), targeting educational institutions, the church and
youth entities through partnerships. The objective is to educate and
empower young males 12 – 25 years regarding healthy, responsible
manhood, based on established core values. Tel: (876) 521-9461.
THE WALL 2017
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VII
THE FUTURE
OF THE CHURCH
 The Big Idea
The Church has been mandated by Christ to have a godly influence on
culture and society. If Christians do not engage with their culture, then the
church becomes weak, ineffective and irrelevant.
1 Chronicles 12:32
"from Issachar, men who understood the times
and knew what Israel should do..."
All those who follow Jesus’ call to discipleship are made by
that call to be the salt of the earth
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

 The Story
Bedroom business – God’s business: Read Matthew 14: 1-4, 10

 Think about it
John the Baptist rebuked Herod because he had taken his brother’s wife.
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For that he lost his liberty, and then his head! Can you think of recent
examples of Christians who have incurred loss because they stood for a
biblical principle?

 Scripture References
Matthew 28:19-20 Matthew 5:13 Revelations 2:4 Revelations 3: 15-16

 Commentary
How can the Church fulfill its mandate of being salt and light in these
perilous times? There is a need to understand the times in which we
live and the prevailing worldviews that influence all aspects of our life
in particular, law, public policy, education and the media. The church’s
objective is always preserving the freedom of the Gospel of Christ.
This is what John Stott had to say:
“There is an urgent need for more Christian thinkers who will
dedicate their minds to Christ, not only as lecturers, but also as
authors, journalists, dramatists and broadcasters, as television
script-writers, producers and personalities, and as artists and
actors who use a variety of art forms in which to communicate
the gospel. All these can do battle with contemporary
non-Christian philosophies and ideologies in a way which
resonates with thoughtful, modern men and women, and so
at least gain a hearing for the gospel by the reasonableness
of its presentation. Christ calls human beings to be humble,
but not to stifle their intellect.” The Spirit, the Church, and the
World: The Message of Acts , 1994, p. 281
We must therefore submit our minds to learning and defending the truth
of the Gospel. The Church must Learn, Live, Love and Lobby.
Learn the truth. The Church must learn and understand God’s Word in
order to defend God’s Word. It is important for the Church to engage with
difficult topical issues in order to show the relevance of biblical truth to all
areas of human experience and knowledge. See Paul’s sermon on Mars
Hill in Acts 17: 22-31 and 1 Peter 3:15.
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Live the Truth. We must also live authentic lives, living in private what we
declare in public. There is no aspect of our lives, even our private lives,
that is hidden from God’s intimate knowledge of us. See 1 Peter 3: 16 and
Psalm 139: 1-7.
Love others in Truth. The ideal way of showing love in society is to promote
what would enhance wholesome living. The Church needs to lead the way
in promoting healthy mindsets, attitudes and lifestyles. For example, in our
Jamaican context with more than 80% of children born out of marriage
and an increasing divorce rate, this would include a call to repentance
for rejecting marriage. The Church must also come alongside individuals
on the journey towards a transformed life through programmes such
as discipleship, mentoring and skills training. In addressing the difficult
issues of the day, the Church ought to demonstrate that compassion and
change are possible without compromising the truth of God’s Word. See
John 4: 6-26.
Lobby to defend and preserve the Truth. The Church needs to reclaim its
place in the public square by speaking out against injustice, corruption,
exploitation and immorality. The Church has a duty to expose lies
masquerading as truths. All avenues of communication must be utilised
to educate and advocate acceptance of truth, from Parliament to the
marketplace, from laws to story books. No sphere should remain untouched
by the proclamation of truth in our society. See Matthew 5: 15-16.
Should the Jamaican church commit resolutely to learn, live, love and
lobby in truth, we may yet see the fulfillment of our National Pledge, “that
Jamaica may, under God, increase in beauty, fellowship and prosperity,
and play her part in advancing the welfare of the whole human race.”

 Questions for Further Discussion
•
•
•
•

What is your definition of ‘the Church’?
What is the purpose of the Church?
Has the Church retreated from the public square and, if so, why?
What are the appropriate ways of showing Christian love to persons
who oppose our message?
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•
•
•
•

How can we deal with reluctance and doubt within the church about
engaging with socio-political issues?
Which worldview should be the basis for Jamaica’s laws?1
Why and how should Christians oppose laws that are contrary to God’s
law?2
Should Kim Davis, the Kentucky Registrar (USA), who refused to put her
name to same-sex licenses have resigned or was she right in defying
the decision of the US Supreme Court?3

 Prayer
Father, forgive us for abandoning our responsibility to be salt and light
to our nation. We have compromised and are sinful, lazy and indifferent.
We repent and commit ourselves to re-building the walls that are broken
down in our nation. Amen.

 Application
Do you defend the word of God in your sphere of influence? If not, why?
How will you now begin to do so?

 Glossary
Ideologies = 1. System of social beliefs. 2. Meaningful belief system

1
All worldviews take a moral position. The secular worldview is not morally neutral. The JudeoChristian worldview provides the most coherent foundation for human rights because it asserts that all
men are made in God’s Image and therefore restricts what men may lawfully do to each other. The Judeo
Christian worldview provides the best standard for law and public policy for the healthy functioning of
society.
2
Christians must recognise that there is a priority of allegiance. The highest allegiance is to
God. See Acts 5:29. We do this knowing that the standards set by God give the best outcome for all
society. It is for love of country that we defend God’s design and laws.
3
She was right to defy the unlawful decision by the US Supreme Court. She did nothing wrong
to warrant leaving her job (to which she was elected) and she should be permitted to exercise her
conscience rights. Kim Davis also emboldened other Christians to also publicly defend their faith.
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 Additional Resources
Books:
• A Christian Manifesto – Francis Schaeffer
• Renaissance – Dr Os Guinness
• The Cost of Discipleship - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Articles:
• Are we ready to pay the price? Professor Robert George 		
www.christianpost.com/news/ashamed-of-the-gospel120069/
• Global Gospel, Global Era: Christian discipleship and mission in the age
of Globalization, Os Guinness and David Wells https://www.lausanne.
org/content/global-gospel-global-era-christian-discipleship-andmission-in-the-age-of-globalization
• Obsessed with sex?, Peter J. Leithart https://www.firstthings.com/
blogs/leithart/2016/08/obsessed-with-sex
Video:
• Documentary-films – Light Wins: How to Overcome the Criminalisation
of Christianity, www.LightWinsTheMovie.com
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VIII
FREQUENTLY USED
ARGUMENTS AND
SUGGESTED REPLIES
 Argument
Abortion, euthanasia, homosexuality and transgenderism ought to be
reflected positively in public policy.

suggested reply:
Atheism is a worldview that claims there is no God, and that human
beings are the ultimate decision makers. This worldview is becoming
more influential in public policy at the level of the academy (universities
and colleges) and through political movements like pro-choice feminism
(advocating abortion as a right and describing marriage as archaic and
enslaving for women), the LGBT+ political agenda, and ‘right-to-die’
(euthanasia) groups, among others. Atheism is the dominant worldview
promoted by the United Nations and the Organisation of American
States. These entities, which are supposed to be neutral, are aggressively
partnering with pro-choice feminist and LGBT+ groups to create so-called
‘rights’ that are being imposed on countries like Jamaica.

80

THE WALL 2017

 Argument
Science (the theory of evolution) refutes the biblical account of the creation
story.

suggested reply:
The theory of evolution has not refuted the biblical story of creation.
1. In his book, The Evolution of Species, Charles Darwin used a flawed
premise for species. Darwin defines ‘species’ based on appearance.
We now know that organisms with the same appearances can belong
to different species. Organisms with the same appearance can belong
to different species, and that organisms with a different appearance
can belong to the same species.
2. To date, no scientist can demonstrate an instance in which an organism
belonging to one so-called “species” has evolved into a completely
different organism, or the mechanisms by which that can occur.
3. The theory of evolution is supported by scientific consensus, not
scientific fact. It is an established fact as Scripture says, organisms
can vary within their kinds. Dogs can be big, small or middle sized,
but they are still dogs. The scientists who advance this theory have a
philosophical commitment to atheism.

 Argument
There is no absolute truth.

suggested reply:
That is an absolute statement. If it is true, it denies itself.

 Argument
Science has not proved that God exists, so why should I base my life on
God’s moral law?

suggested reply:
Science deals with behaviour in the material universe. God is not in the
material universe but there are many reasonable arguments to support
THE WALL 2017
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the existence of God from the material and immaterial universe. Anyone
who denies the existence of God has no basis to trust that their own
thoughts are rational and ordered, since these thoughts are the outcomes
of random chemical reactions. Therefore, they have no basis to believe in
his or her own existence.

 Argument
The Bible is an archaic book, written before our time. It is no longer relevant.

suggested reply:
It is an ancient book but the age of a book, document or theory, is not a
valid basis for judging its veracity. The Bible, although an ancient book, is
still very relevant. The continuing relevance to every area of human life and
endeavor attests to its value.

 Argument
The Church cannot be the sole arbiters of human rights in a democratic
society that claims to respect the rights of all its citizens.

suggested reply:
The Church is not arbitrating or creating anything. The Church is
only acknowledging/recognising that all human beings are to enjoy
transcendentally determined fundamental human rights. We are
differentiating between fundamental human rights Creator endowed, as
against man created ‘rights’.
The best way to compare philosophies is outcomes. When applied, what
are the outcomes of each of these ‘rights’.

 Argument
People should be free to love whom they want to love.

suggested reply:
1.
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People are free to love whom they wish, but sexual behaviour is a
different matter. Sex does not equate to love.
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2.
3.

Laws rightly restrict behaviour. There are different expressions of love
e.g. between father and child, versus between a husband and wife.
Love is seeking the highest good of the other. Can engaging or
encouraging sexual behaviour that endangers health be called loving?

 Argument
The Church and the State do not belong in the bedroom.

suggested reply:
1.

2.

In every society the State is in the bedroom. Many social ills derive from
intimate behaviour e.g. abuse and incest. The Church has a mandate
to speak to all aspects of life.
If we allow all private behavior to be considered equal, then the
bedroom will influence public policy and the Church, i.e. private
sexual desires will influence the State and Church.

 Argument
Christians are so judgmental. The Bible said not to judge (Luke 6: 37).

suggested reply:
That is a self-defeating argument. Calling Christians judgmental is
judgmental. All persons make judgments about issues. The real issue is
whether the statement is sound or not. In the referenced Bible passage
Jesus denounced hypocrisy, picking on the smaller faults of other’s and
overlooking ones’ own larger wrongs.

 Argument
Why be so selective about the sins that we speak about?

suggested reply:
Because people are selective about the sins that they promote and try
to impose on society. We have not heard of a ‘right’ to adultery, or an
incest lobby group. Advocates for a particular sinful behaviour are taking
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a political and public approach to changing law, society and restricting
speech. There should be a response to that by saying that marriage
is between one man and one woman and that it excludes all other
combinations and arrangements.

 Argument
What’s so ‘radical’ about radical feminism?

suggested reply:
While the objectives of the original feminist movement were laudable and
sincerely directed towards the upliftment of women, there is a modern-day
movement that inherently promotes the destruction of the female identity.
This is the radical feminism advocacy.
The early feminist /women’s movement, ‘suffragism’, was focused on
securing equal pay, equal opportunity and equal rights such as the right
to vote and not to be treated as property of men. Many were campaigners
for the sanctity of life, marriage and family.
The civil rights era of the 1960s generated a second wave of the women's
movement and radical ideas that targeted marriage and the traditional
family. Women were told that domestic roles were inferior and restrictive,
real fulfillment and identity were in a career outside the home, men were
expendable, happiness was independence (by divorce or abortion if
necessary), children were a burden, sexual freedom including promiscuity,
demonstrated equality and heterosexual love was inferior to love between
two women (lesbianism).
These radical feminists blame the Christian Bible for promoting/grounding
anti-women, anti-freedom ideas. This is a comment made in ignorance of
the Bible, history and current affairs for when compared to other major
religions, the Judeo-Christian philosophy provides the best framework
for a free and just society for both men and women. Jesus Christ himself
validated women.
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IX

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE LGBT+ AGENDA


Are homosexuals born that way?

To date, there has been no scientific proof that homosexuality is innate
(that someone is born a homosexual). A 2016 report, Sexuality and
Gender: findings from the biological, psychological and social sciences which reviewed over 200 peer-reviewed studies - concluded that there was
no scientific evidence to support ‘born that way’ claims by persons selfidentifying as lesbian, homosexual, bisexual or transgender.1 Additionally,
a lesbian activist and researcher with the American Psychological
Association (APA) also recently acknowledged that gays are not "born that
way."2
Based on numerous case studies over the years, many psychologists,
therapists and clinical researchers assert that same sex attraction arises
from a combination of familial, environmental, and social influences,
1

http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/number-50-fall-2016

2
Dr Lisa Diamond. https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/psychology-researcher-lesbianblows-the-doors-off-born-gay-theory
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during the formative years of childhood and adolescence. These
include, a dysfunctional home life, emotional issues with one or both
parents, molestation by an adult homosexual, sexual abuse, exposure to
homosexual pornography, peer rejection, sexual identity confusion, low
self-esteem or experimentation.
Other influences include economic reasons, direct satanic influence, media
and entertainment enticement, and experiences during incarceration.
Many pediatricians have said that it is normal for some teenagers to feel an
emotional attachment to persons of same sex or confuse innocent intense
feelings of friendship as something more when it isn’t. Most children grow
out of this, if homosexuality is not encouraged. (American College of
Pediatricians)3
Terms such as ‘homosexual’, ’lesbian’, ‘gay’, ‘straight’ are in fact labels
of a person’s sexual behaviour or preferences, but not their identity as
humans. As human beings, we are either male or female, which is fixed
and unchanging. Experiencing an attraction to someone of the same or
opposite sex is an attraction, not your fixed identity, and attractions can
change. While same-sex attraction may not be voluntary or deliberate,
acting on the attraction — that is, engaging in homosexual behaviour — is by
choice. The Bible clearly states that sex outside of covenant heterosexual
marriage is sin.
Evidence that sexual preference is changeable and not a fixed identity are
the findings of several US studies on the sexual behaviour of teens who
say that they are homosexual or lesbian. These LGBT teens engaged in
sexual activity with both boys and girls and, got pregnant or got someone
pregnant, at a much higher rate compared to teens who said they were
straight.4 The same study says that teens having sex also may be a symptom
of loneliness, an unmet need for intimacy and connection, or unresolved
emotional problems.
Whatever the trigger or cause for experiencing same sex attraction,
3
What you should know about sexual orientation in youth, American College of Pediatricians
Fact sheet, http://factsaboutyouth.com/wp-content/uploads/Facts-on-full-sheet-Apr-1.pdf
4
Why Are Lesbian Teens Having Two To Seven Times As Many Babies As Their Heterosexual
Peers?, Glenn T. Stanton, The Federalist, http://thefederalist.com/2017/08/07/lesbian-teens-two-seventimes-many-babies-heterosexual-peers/
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engaging in homosexual/lesbian behaviour or any kind of sexual addiction
such as pornography, persons must know that deliverance, healing,
salvation and true freedom are possible through Jesus Christ. Trained
professional counseling should be sought, along with trustworthy prayer
support.
For more information on help for persons struggling with sexual addictions
including same sex attraction:
Suggested reading: Mercy triumphs over Judgment: A Christian way out of
homosexuality and other emotional bondage by Joanne Highley.
Websites: http://www.core-issues.org/, http://lifeministry.org/



Since enforcement of the buggery law is so difficult,
shouldn’t it be removed from the books?
The laws of any society serve multiple roles:
i. instruction on right behaviour that benefits individuals and society
ii. deterrence against wrong behaviour
iii. punishment for wrong behaviour.
The law of the land bears witness to what the State finds acceptable. This
is important because it determines, for example, what may or may not
be taught to children in schools. Laws against murder, littering and traffic
violations have not prevented these activities but that is no reason for
these laws to be removed. Because the police cannot easily enforce a law
is not sufficient reason for its removal. A law has inherent value, whether it
is easily enforceable or not is a peripheral matter.



Should a minority interest group be allowed to determine
the laws in a democracy?
Even a minority can make laws if those laws are judged to be in the best
interests of the society. The goals and aims of laws should be for the good
of all individuals in the society, not just for the greatest number of persons.
It is for the good of all individuals to have a healthy society; fewer resources
will be used to correct or treat the outcomes of unhealthy lifestyle choices.
Further, it has been shown that protecting and fostering the family is
important for raising children who are healthy, well-adjusted, productive
members of society, thus promoting the common good.
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On the contrary, homosexual behaviour is linked, not only to increasing
incidents of various physical illnesses, (see below) but also to more socially
disruptive and risky behaviour and psychological disorders.



Does the buggery law take away the human rights of
homosexuals?
All persons in Jamaica including persons who self-identity as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT), currently enjoy all the fundamental
freedoms guaranteed under the Constitution of Jamaica. However,
persons self-identifying as LGBT are demanding additional special
privileges for themselves and are wrongly labelling these as “human
rights”. No international treaty provides for a right to buggery, neither is
Jamaica party to any binding international treaty that makes buggery a
human right. No one, LGBT or not, has the right to marry whomever they
wish to marry. No one has the right to have any kind of sexual relationship
that they wish e.g with your parents or siblings.
Labelling any activity as a "human right" imposes an obligation on the
State and on other persons to protect that activity. Sexual activity is not a
human right for anyone (neither homosexual nor heterosexual) because
no one has an obligation to provide it.
If the identification of human rights is separated from morality and based
on unrestrained individual freedom, all desires will in due time become
“rights”. However, this is not sustainable in society because an individual’s
free choice may have public consequences. This is why, in all countries, the
freedom to engage in sexual activity is restricted in some circumstances:
for example, where minors are involved, where there is no consent (rape)
and where the other party is a close relative (incest).
On equality, all behaviours are not equal.



Is homosexuality illegal in Jamaica? Does the buggery law
discriminate against homosexuals?
No, and no. The law says that it is illegal to practice anal penetration. It is
therefore equally illegal for a heterosexual couple as it is for a homosexual
couple. There is no law making homosexuality illegal in Jamaica, and there
is no law that discriminates against homosexuals.
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Furthermore, discrimination is not, in and of itself, a bad thing, and is
practised by the State in many scenarios. For example, even though
someone may be born blind, the law properly discriminates by refusing to
grant blind persons a license to drive because, by so refusing, improves
public safety, and is for the common good. What is wrong is arbitrary
discrimination (that is treating things and persons that are equal, as if they
were different).



Speaking against homosexuality is stigma & discrimination.

This is true. In every society, some forms of behaviour are stigmatised
and discriminated against. Taboos (stigma) are necessary to keep order
and retain values in society. The question to ask is whether this stigma
and discrimination are justifiable. For good governance in society, not all
behaviours are to be treated equal and good.



Is buggery the same as sex?

No. Buggery or sodomy is a deviant form of sexual activity. Sex or sexual
intercourse is the penetration of the vagina (the female sex organ) by the
penis (the male sex organ). The anus is not a sex organ. It is part of the
human excretory system and not part of the human reproductive system.
Buggery is not anal sex, not anal intercourse. It is buggery or sodomy.



The law against buggery is the State interfering with what
consenting adults do in the privacy of their bedroom.
The State does not tell persons what to do in their bedroom, however the
State regulates all behaviour of citizens in society. This is the prerogative
of the law to deter behaviours that are risky and harmful to individuals and
the wider society, and to promote behaviours that lead to good health and
preserve the common good. No-one and no-where is beyond the reach
and application of the law, whether the bedroom, kitchen or public street.



Opposition to same-sex marriage based on the Bible is the
same as using the Bible to ban inter-racial marriage
1.
2.

Race is not changeable and without choice, sexual behaviour can
change.
Nowhere in the Bible condemns inter-racial marriage. Prohibitions on
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marriage were between people of different worldviews e.g. Israelites
and Canaanites.

 There should not be a law against buggery as there is no
law against adultery.
In some countries there were and are laws against adultery. Persons who
stand for maintaining the buggery law are not trying to introduce a new law
but are advocating for the retention of an existing good law. The buggery
law protects social institutions like marriage, church, the school. It protects
the right of those who do not agree with sexual perversion and it promotes
human flourishing. There are laws that look negatively on adultery e.g.
ground for divorce. Countries that have accepted same sex marriage, first
had to repeal their buggery law.



If the church no longer observes certain ancient laws; e.g.
dietary or clothing, why still hold onto the law against buggery?
The Old Testament contained ritual laws and moral laws. Ritual laws
applied to a specific people, era and geographical/sanitary conditions
that have been superseded by the New Testament. Moral laws have never
changed and were affirmed in the New Testament.



Can you be a Christian and support same sex marriage?

The Bible supports no other marital arrangement other than one man,
one woman. Some professing Christians support other arrangements.
They may do so because of lack of information, lack of knowledge of the
Word, or failure to adhere to a biblical worldview. To support what God
condemns, is sin.



Is Jamaica a homophobic society?

A phobia is defined as an irrational fear. When homosexuals say that
someone is homophobic they are suggesting that the individual has
a psychiatric illness. Most Jamaicans do not have an irrational fear of
homosexuals. Calling homosexuality wrong or sinful is not the same thing
as having an irrational fear of homosexuals.
The violence encouraged by some Jamaican songs, — though rarely
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practised against homosexuals in Jamaica — is totally wrong, disturbing
and ought to be punished under existing laws. Violent behaviour should
not be tolerated. It is this violence that is an affront to the human rights of
homosexuals, not the buggery law.
Furthermore, the majority of violent acts perpetrated against homosexuals
are by members of their own community.



What are the medical risks associated with the homosexual
lifestyle?
Homosexuals are at increased risk of a variety of diseases including, but
not limited to: HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, anal warts and cancer, gonorrhea,
syphilis, lymphogranuloma venereum and various head and neck cancers.
In addition to these physical complications, both male and female
homosexuals have more social and psychological problems such as drug
and alcohol abuse and suicidal tendencies.



What is the connection between buggery and HIV/AIDS?

The virus that causes HIV/AIDS is spread via body fluids. Anal penetration
has been found to be a very efficient means of transmitting the virus.
Additionally, homosexuals have the capacity to switch roles. Role reversal
refers to the fact that males can be either the inserting partner or the
receptive partner in the act of buggery.



Does removing the buggery law decrease the incidence of
HIV/AIDS?
Removing the buggery law is neither necessary nor sufficient for
decreasing the number of cases of HIV/AIDS. In Singapore, there is a law
against buggery and the rate is lower than in France where there is no law
against buggery. The disease is linked to behaviour.



Are there countries where HIV/AIDS is decreasing? If so why?

WHO reports that between 2001 and 2009, HIV decreased in 33 countries
including 22 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. The cause of the decrease
included less casual sex and more condom use. It is important to note
that although HIV is decreasing within most countries in all groups, it is
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increasing in homosexuals (‘men who have sex with men’ – MSMs) even
in the developed countries with effective treatment and adequate health
care.



Why is it so important to certain countries, such as the USA,
CANADA, and UK, that Jamaica removes the buggery law?
Homosexuals in those countries have gained political power and so are
able to use the machinery of the state to achieve their ends. It is interesting
to note that the aim in some of these countries is not just that the buggery
law is repealed, but that all types of sexual behaviour, including pedophilia
and bestiality, should be eventually legalized as alternative sexual
orientations.
Further, the removal of the buggery law often results in attacks on freedom
of speech and religion so that those who speak out against homosexuality
suffer stigma and discrimination. Thus, the creation of new "rights" for
deviant sexual activity leads to the erosion of genuine fundamental rights.



What are the reasons for keeping the law against buggery?

The State has a responsibility to let its citizens know what is right and
wrong based on what is in the best interests of the society. One of the first
interests of any society is replicating itself by producing new individuals
and maintaining the population.
Homosexual behaviour is not in the best interests of a society because
it does not create life, does not support the development of stable and
productive members of society, increases health issues, which in turn
diverts money and resources from other competing interests. The political
agenda of the LGBT lobby reduces protection for freedom of speech and
religion, which are important foundations for living in a plural society.



Does the buggery law provide a weaker sentence
compared to rape?
If a man is convicted of rape (non-consensual sexual intercourse), he
may be sentenced between a minimum of 15 years to a maximum of life
imprisonment (section 6, Sexual Offences Act, 2009, Jamaica). If man is
convicted of buggery, the maximum sentence is 10 years (s.76, Offences
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against the Person Act, 1864, Jamaica). There is discrepancy in sentencing
for these heinous crimes.
There can be an increase in the sentences for buggery, however, the
buggery law is protected under the Savings Law Clause. The Savings Law
Clause protects from constitutional challenge, the laws on sexual offences,
the life of the unborn and obscene publications that were in force before
the Charter of Rights (section 13 (12), Charter of Rights, 2011, Jamaica). To
simply increase the sentence for buggery would remove it from protection
under the Savings Law Clause and render it vulnerable to legal challenge.
The JCHS therefore recommends that the Jamaican people first decide
the type of society we want to live in (that is, whether we desire the societal
reorganisation that results from the repeal of the buggery law, or not)
and then take a decision to amend the buggery law and leave exposed
to constitutional challenge or amend and re-apply protection under a
Savings Law Clause.
In the meanwhile, the JCHS urges:
• Judges to apply the current maximum sentence in appropriate cases,
as this is not always done,
• Prosecutors should ensure that charges are laid in respect of all
possible offences arising from the incident(s), and
• Sentences should run consecutively.
These may result in a sentencing of significant duration.



"The JCHS overwhelmingly depend on fallacies and fearmongering to hoodwink us into believing that the anti-buggery
law is the last remaining moral linchpin preventing our society
from plunging into a state of anomie."
The JCHS’ concerns are not fallacies. They are based on actual case
scenarios that have taken place in the USA, Canada, the UK and South
Africa, and in Jamaica among other places. Do societies not observe and
learn from other societies? Do we not look at the history and experiences
of other jurisdictions when considering our own laws and practices? We
can learn from the mistakes of others so that defences are erected and
maintained, not taken down as a storm approaches.
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"The JCHS cites outlandish examples of people in other
countries being punished for expressing their disapproval of
same-sex relationships and gender diversity, never once bearing
in mind that in these jurisdictions such speech is criminal and part
of the social contract that helps these societies remain peaceful,
cohesive, and prosperous."
In these countries, freedom of speech on the matter of sexuality has
been severely restricted because laws have been changed in favour of
sexual nihilism. A fundamental freedom — freedom of speech — has been
nullified because persons have discarded Judeo-Christian sexual ethics.
These societies have rather granted new ‘rights’ which are destroying the
foundations of society family, freedom of religion and freedom of speech.
Eventually peace and cohesiveness will also be destroyed.



Why should ‘Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity’ not be
protected as grounds for non-discrimination?
The terms sexual orientation and gender identity, ‘SOGI’, are used to
normalise deviant sexual behaviour. They lack scientific support5 or
international consensus.6 There are no valid reasons to legally recognise
or protect these terms on the grounds of non-discrimination. The
experiences of countries that have accepted sexual orientation and
gender (identity) as protected categories for non-discrimination has not
been equity, but discrimination against those who hold opposing views,
thus depriving them of their genuine fundamental rights of freedom of
speech, conscience, and parental rights. Please also see below, reply to
‘what happens if the buggery law is repealed’.
The concept of sexual orientation is “a complex and amorphous
phenomenon that often defies consistent and uniform definition. Taken at
face value, any sexual desire, including the abhorrent, may have a claim to
5
Sexuality and Gender: findings from the biological, psychological and social sciences.
The New Atlantis: a Journal of technology and society. Fall 2016. http://www.thenewatlantis.com/
publications/executive-summary-sexuality-and-gender.
6
The African Group pointed out that sexual orientation and gender identity “…are not
referenced under international human rights law … are notions on which there is no international
agreement, definition or consensus”. African Group statements (i) General Assembly, 3rd Committee,
71st session, November 21, 2016, UN meetings coverage and press release and (ii) 70th session of the
UN General Assembly, Agenda item 67, Report of Human Rights Council, November 2015.
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be included as an orientation. The term gender identity is being used to
create a (false) distinction between biological sex and whether someone
feels he is male or female or vice versa. Identity fluidity through the
term gender identity is in fact gender dysphoria (confusion about one’s
sexuality), which is a mental disorder.7
Ethnicity and biological sex are fixed at conception and are immutable
whereas sexual orientation can change.
It should be additionally noted that sexual orientation can be read to
encompass sexual activities that are prohibited under Jamaican law such
as buggery, bestiality, incest and pedophilia. Any recognition or protection
of this term would legitimize these prohibited behaviours.
Sexual orientation and gender are not recognised nor protected in the
Jamaican Constitution. Importantly, both terms were proposed and
rejected by Parliament when the Charter of Rights was being debated. A
proposal to include ‘sexual orientation’ was made by the local LGBT group,
Jamaican Forum for Lesbians, All Sexuals and Gays (JFLAG) in 1999 during
the Parliamentary Joint Select Committee debates on the Charter. Their
request was rejected by the Joint Select Committee as the Committee was
concerned about the impact of such a term on the institution of marriage
and on parenting.8
For more information, see JCHS policy brief, Protecting ‘SOGI’ is not what
Parlia‘meant’, November 2016 (www.jchs.org.jm)



What would happen if the buggery law was repealed
and/or the terms sexual orientation and gender identity are
protected in law?
If the buggery law is removed, the following outcomes are likely, based on
what has taken place in other countries:
1.

The State would no longer distinguish between unnatural and natural
sexual behaviour. Buggery and normal sexual intercourse would be
treated as equal under the law.

7
WHO Fact sheet No. 403, August 2015. http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs403/
en/. Last accessed September 7, 2016.
8

Report of Joint Select Committee Constitutional and Electoral Reform, 2001, page 31- 32.
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2.

3.

4.
5.
6.

7.
8.

Laws and policies establishing sexual orientation as a ground for
non-discrimination would be implemented, as well as University and
corporate diversity policies recognising various and deviant sexual
behaviours. These policies would lead to the punishment of persons
who object to unnatural sexual behaviours.
Stigma and discrimination will not be eliminated but will be applied
to persons who do not support the LGBT lifestyle. These activists will
bring discrimination and ‘hate speech’ charges against anyone who
disagrees, especially Christians, who publicly express their beliefs.
Citizens of Jamaica will lose their freedoms of speech, conscience,
religion and parental rights.
Educational institutions would be forced to affirm the LGBT lifestyle or
lose their funding and accreditation.
Employees and students at the Universities may be required to affirm
the LGBT lifestyle as normal and good in order to retain admission or
employment.
Deviant definitions of sex and marriage may become legal and
children must be taught these new concepts in school.
Business persons will have to provide services for activities that go
against their conscience, e.g. presiding over same-sex "marriages",
hosting gay pride celebrations, providing photography or wedding
cakes for same-sex "weddings".

Examples:

(2004, Sweden) Pastor Ake Green was sentenced to one month in jail for “hate
crimes” having preached a sermon entitled “Are people born with homosexual
orientation or is it the result of influence by evil powers?”
http://www.foxnews.com/story/2005/02/11/swedish-pastor-acquitted-afteranti-gay-sermon.html

2006, Massachusetts, USA). Second graders read a book, King & King about 2
men falling in love and marrying each other. The book ended with a picture of
the cartoon men kissing. The Wirthlins (parents) complained about this book
but were told that the school had no obligation to notify them or allow them to
opt their child out of the class when such books were being read.
http://www.massresistance.org/docs/issues/king_and_king/index.html
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Another father of a child at the school, Mr. David Parker was put in jail for 1
night after refusing to leave a school meeting until his request to opt his son
out of the class was granted.
http://massresistance.org/docs/parker_lawsuit/sc_petition/rejected.html
(2008, USA): Crystal Dixon. Former Associate VP, Human Resources, University
of Toledo, replied in her personal capacity to an opinion piece in the local
newspaper that equated homosexual activity with the struggles of AfricanAmerican civil rights victims. “The gay rights movement should not be
compared to the civil rights movement because she, as a black woman, did not
get to choose her minority status but homosexuals do.” Within a month, she
was fired because her article did not ‘align with the University’s values’. When
other high-ranking University officials had publicly expressed support for same
sex partnerships and called Christians, bigoted, no action was taken against
them. Crystal sued the University for wrongful dismissal, appealing all the way
to the Supreme Court where it refused to hear the case (2013).
http://www.toledoblade.com/Courts/2012/02/08/Suit-filed-by-ex-UT-officialdismissed.html
(2012, USA) Elaine Huguenin is a Christian and a wedding photographer. She
declined to work at a lesbian commitment ceremony as she did not want to
use her art to tell the stories of same-sex weddings. In her view, to make her
celebrate something her religion tells her is wrong, would hijack her right to
free speech. The lesbian couple successfully sued Elaine for discriminating
against them on the grounds of sexual orientation. She was fined USD6,000.
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865557098/New-Mexico-photographerloses-third-round-of-gay-discrimination-case-but-attorneys-vow-fight-isnt.
html?pg=all
(2012, UK) Adrian Smith was demoted from his managerial post at Trafford
Housing Trust and his pay was cut by 40 percent, after stating on his private
Facebook page that conducting same-sex ‘marriage’ ceremonies in churches
was “equality gone too far”. His legal action to be reinstated was successful.
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2012/nov/16/christian-wins-case-gaymarriage-comments
(2016, UK), Felix Ngole was a Master’s social work student at the University
of Sheffield. During an online discussion, he expressed support for biblical
teaching on marriage on his own Facebook page. A fellow student reported it
to the University’s ‘Fit to Practise’ Committee which told Felix that he "may have
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caused offence to some individuals" and his action would affect his "ability to
carry out a role as a Social Worker." He was expelled from Sheffield University
and is appealing the decision.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/12176380/Christian-studentexpelled-for-opposing-gay-marriage.html
(2016, USA) Dr Eric Walsh a renowned public health expert who also serves
as a Seventh Day Adventist lay minister, has filed a federal lawsuit against the
Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) alleging that he was terminated
for delivering sermons on issues ranging from homosexuality to evolution.
Days after being hired, DPH officers and other government workers began
investigating his religious activities. They rescinded the job offer that Dr Walsh
had already accepted. The DPH stated that “Dr Walsh’s public displays of antigay propaganda and religious rhetoric will become symbols of the department
and will further isolate an already vulnerable population. We believe this hire is
detrimental to the wellbeing of our community, as well as to the effectiveness
of the Department to conduct meaningful outreach to LGBT Georgians.”
http://www.toledoblade.com/Courts/2012/02/08/Suit-filed-by-ex-UT-officialdismissed.html
(2016, USA) The New York City Commission on Human Rights has made it a
civil violation if employers, landlords, and all businesses and professionals,
commit violations such as:
• Intentionally failing to use an individual’s preferred name, pronoun or title,
e.g. saying him or instead of ‘her’ even though the person is a biological
male or ID states that the person is male,
• Refusing to allow a man claiming to be a woman from using a women’s
restroom out of concern that he-she will make others uncomfortable.
• Permitting female but not male residents at a drug treatment facility to
wear wigs and high heels.
Violations of the New York City Human Rights Law could result in civil penalties
of up to $125,000 for violations, and up to $250,000 for violations that are the
result of willful, wanton, or malicious conduct.
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/cchr/law/legal-guidances-gender-identityexpression.page
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/volokh-conspiracy/wp/2016/05/17/
you-can-be-fined-for-not-calling-people-ze-or-hir-if-thats-the-pronoun-theydemand-that-you-use/?utm_term=.a75f05bce086
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(2016, Northern Ireland) Daniel and Amy McArthur of Ashers Bakery Company
in Northern Ireland were asked by a homosexual man to bake a cake with
the Sesame Street characters Bert and Ernie and the slogan "support gay
marriage". They declined because doing so conflicted with their Christian
beliefs about marriage. The homosexual took legal action and won. The court
found that Ashers had discriminated against Gareth Lee on grounds of sexual
orientation contrary to the Equality Act (Sexual Orientation) Regulations 2006.
The fine was £500. The McArthurs have appealed.
http://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2017/05/10/news/
supreme-court-to-consider-judgment-in-ashers-gay-marriage-cakecase-1022174/
(2017, Isle of Wight, UK): Parents are taking legal action against the Church
of England school of their 6 and 8 year old sons, when a six-year-old boy
in their son’s class started to come to school sometimes dressed as a girl.
Their son, also six years old, came home from school upset and saying that
he was “confused” by the situation. The parents wrote the school and the
reply letter: the school suggested that an “inability to believe a transgender
person is actually a ‘real’ female or male” and “the refusal to acknowledge a
transgendered person’s true gender e.g. by failing to use their adopted name
or using gender inappropriate pronouns,” was “transphobic behaviour”. The
parents are shocked at the suggestion that their child could be disciplined if
he wouldn’t recognise the boy as a ‘girl’.
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4869682/Christian-parents-sueschool-boy-wearing-dress.html

Why Jamaica Should Keep the Buggery Law!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

B arrier to the institutionalisation of unnatural practices
U ndergirds marriage legally & philosophically
G uards freedom of speech
G uides public officials e.g. in writing laws & policies, as well as
E ducational curricula & appropriate media content
R eligious liberties & possibility of Reparative counselling preserved
Y outh can be warned about health risks
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X

TEN STEPS TO
LETTER OF THE DAY
1. Proper timing
Letters are usually published when they relate to controversial and
current topics in the media. Timing is critical. Write your letter while
there is still a buzz going around the topic, even if (sometimes,
especially if!) your view counters what is mainstream, e.g. Rejecting
the commonly held perception that abstinence until marriage is
unrealistic.

2. Be Persistent
Don’t be discouraged if you don’t get published the first few times.
Keep writing and working to improve your skills. Don’t give up! If you
see the topic of your letter coming up in the news again, resubmit. You
may have better luck the second time around.
Don’t assume that your letter did not get published because it wasn’t
good enough. You may have sent it in late, or the editor may have
been overwhelmed with a large number of letters. One way to ensure
you get the editor’s attention is to use every medium possible. Submit
the letter online on the newspaper’s website. Email the editor directly
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(e.g. letters@gleanerjm.com and letters@jamaicaobserver.com). Call
the editor to confirm he received your letter. Do all three for each
letter you submit.

3. Pass it around
From identifying typos and grammatical errors to clarifying the
direction of your argument, the views of others may be helpful.
Remember, though, it’s still your letter, and you are always free to not
incorporate the advice of others. You wrote it, and you have a feel of
what you want to say, so go with your gut feelings at the end of the
day.

4. Be prepared to confront other writers
As Jamaicans say, people love “cass cass”. One way to draw the editors
to your letter is to directly oppose and take on someone else who was
recently published. It shows courage, and it gives the author you’re
debating an opportunity to respond and keep the debate current.

5. Stick to ONE point
Centre your entire letter on exactly one argument that can be written
in one sentence. The rest of your letter should be spent introducing
the idea, saying why it’s important, and giving supporting arguments,
not introducing a new concept. Statistics are excellent supporting
arguments, since it’s nearly impossible to argue against numbers. Cite
sources, especially very reputable ones (e.g. the Lancet international
medical journal) or ones that your opponents would have normally
expected to support their argument. But if you find one of your
supporting arguments takes up more than 150-200 words, consider
using it as the base for another letter.

6. Stay within the word limit
Try to keep your letter within 400 words. Even if you think you can’t
reduce it, chances are proofreading can reveal excessive descriptions
or repetitions or information that is simply unnecessary. Also, write to
explain, don’t write to impress.
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The editor will be impressed primarily with your clarity, your style,
and the sheer brilliance or uniqueness of the point you’re making, not
with the complexity or length of the words you’re using. Yes, it’s classy
and erudite to use one or two words outside of the average person’s
vocabulary. But the main purpose should be,
i.
ii.

to express a thought that no other word could express and,
to remind the audience of the level of intelligence of the author
(you), and rebut the stereotype of uneducated, Bible-thumping
Christians.

Never, however, deliberately infuse your letter with fancy words in
order to overwhelm or flaunt your vocabulary – it may come off as
awkward, or even obnoxious.

7. Be passionate
Don’t be afraid or ashamed to let the passion you have for a topic come
through in your letter. You can be so passionate about the brilliance
of an idea that you had to share it with the world through your letter.
You can be so passionate about a moral stance that you have that
you have to advocate for it in the papers. Passion is intoxicating and
draws the reader in. If you write lackadaisically, the editor will read it
lackadaisically, and even if it gets published, it’ll only be published
lackadaisically (instead of as Letter of the Day).

8. ...but don’t be emotional
Let emotions drive you and move you to write the letter, but do not ever
let them dominate your letter. In person, you can get away with being
emotional because your audience can see your facial expressions and
hear your tone of voice. You do not have those helpful factors when
you’re writing a letter. All you have are exactly what you are saying –
your words. Be meticulous in selecting them to strip them of excessive
emotion in order to maintain a dignified, thoughtful poise that invokes
respect. This is usually a delicious contrast to a rash, angry letter to
which you are responding to.
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9. Use familiar phrases and proverbs
Popular phrases, idioms or proverbs can boost the attractiveness of
your letter. Adding a slight twist to these also help to add humour and
sass to your letter (e.g. using the phrase “factophobic” to counter LGBT
lobbyists who often accuse their dissenters of being “homophobic”).

10.

Provide a new perspective

Letters usually get published when they manage to coherently and
creatively connect two or more issues that the media or the public
views separately. A good way to do this is to look at the underlying
philosophy or ideology common to different issues. For instance, a
letter linking Vision 2030, condoms in schools and the social harms of
adultery.
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XI

STRATEGIES FREQUENTLY
USED BY SEXUAL 'RIGHTS'
CAMPAIGNERS
TEN KEY STRATEGIES USED BY SEXUAL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS 1

1. Desensitisation
“A behavior that might outrage us at first can become less shocking
the more we are exposed to it. Soon, we begin to tolerate it then slowly
accept it, and finally, we may even embrace the behavior we previously
thought to be unhealthy, abnormal or immoral.”2
Examples include creating fanfare over the ‘coming out’ (revelation
of being homosexual) of celebrities or introducing gay characters in
TV programmes and films. Jamaican examples include the current
‘Respect Jamaica’ campaign being hosted by some members of the
business community. The ‘Respect Jamaica’ campaign advocates
1
Italicized texts are excerpts from The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family, Sharon
Slater, Family Watch International, © 2010/2012, Chapter 15. Used with permission.
2

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family

THE WALL 2017

105

for non-discrimination on a number of grounds including ‘sexual
orientation’. The campaign does not however, elaborate that while
one should respect all persons, we should not respect all behaviours.
Another desensitisation activity is ‘gay PRIDE week’ organised during
Emancipation and Independence week.

2. Bypass the People
“if you can’t get your agenda passed by a legislature or by a vote of the
people, use the courts. In bypassing the legislature or the vote of the
people and taking your cause straight to the courts, you can save time
and money. It’s much easier to convince a few judges to mandate your
agenda.”3
In Jamaica, homosexual activists brought 3 court cases between 201214; challenging the constitutionality of the buggery laws in Belize and
Jamaica,4
¾¾ against 3 Jamaican television stations exercising their editorial
freedoms not to play pro-LGBT ‘tolerant’ advertisements,5
¾¾ against Trinidad and Tobago and Belize on their immigration
laws prohibiting entry of homosexuals intending to prostitute
themselves.6

3. I’ll-Make-it-Mean-What-I-Want
“If you can’t get what you want by popular vote, passing a law, finding
a sympathetic judge, or by getting it included in a treaty or other UN
document, you can always fill the entity [agency] implementing or
enforcing relevant laws and regulations with your people. Then you can
interpret a law to mean anything you want.”7
The terms ‘sexual and reproductive health’ which would ordinarily
mean healthy sexuality and healthy child bearing, is now being
3

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family

4
The LGBT activist won in Belize but the Government of Belize and the Christian groups who
were interested parties in the case are appealing the case (as at September 2016). The Jamaican case
was discontinued in 2014 and then renewed by a different homosexual claimant in 2015. This case has
stalled as at November 2017.
5

The LGBT activist lost the case but has appealed (as at December 2015).

6

The LGBT activist lost the case.

7

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family

106

THE WALL 2017

interpreted by sexual ‘rights’ activists as meaning not having children,
contraception and abortion.

4. Tsunami
"Introduce a plethora of bills, proposals [programmes, events] in a
variety of venues so your opponents find it difficult, if not impossible, to
keep track of and stop all of them. Anti-family forces figure that if they
introduce an idea enough times in enough variations, and in enough
different venues, they [hope to] eventually will win.”8
The Caribbean region has seen an invasion of pro-LGBT ideology across
key culture-forming institutions such as law and law-enforcement,
public health, media, education, religion/church, family - marriage and
parenting.9

5. Name Calling and Discrediting
“If you cannot defeat the message, attack the messenger. Call your
opponents politically toxic names or otherwise discredit them. For
example, label anyone who supports a moral issue an “extremist,” a
“right wing radical,” or a “religious fundamentalist.” Brand anyone who
believes that homosexual behavior is unhealthy or not good for society
as “hateful,” “intolerant,” “homophobic,” “bigot” or a “Nazi.” Use “antichoice” to label those who believe that taking the life of an unborn
child is wrong. Finally, characterise opposing views or positions as
“hate speech” or “unchristian.”10
LGBT activists, while skillfully avoiding the reality that LGBT ideology is
nihilistic, illogical and is consistent with sexual anarchy, undertake this
approach. Sexual anarchy is the concept that all sexual behaviours are
equal and normal, and to be accepted.
Nihilistic means that there is no absolute right or wrong, and that
right and wrong are determined by the individual. The LGBT ideology
is Illogical because their intimate behaviour, which is nihilistic, is
associated with high risk of disease — may be as much as 140 times
8

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family

9

See the JCHS June 2015 newsletter. www.jchs.org,jm

10

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family
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higher — among men who have sex with men. Also, both male and
female same-sex attraction and identity are associated with higher
risk of psychological disorders than among heterosexuals, and this is
so even in countries where homosexuality is accepted and same sex
marriage is approved e.g. Sweden.

6. Victim
“claims of persecution of homosexuals [in society] are used to justify
mandatory “tolerance” and “diversity” programs that teach open
acceptance of and respect for homosexual behavior. The media [also
may] sensationalise accounts of people being ‘attacked’, allegedly
because of their sexual orientation.”11
Persons who physically abuse or otherwise harm persons who have
same-sex attraction must be held accountable to the full extent of the
law. Society however, should not be fooled into making same sex
attraction normal.

7. Incremental
Making legal changes that set the stage for the adoption of a slew of
other laws and policies that incrementally advanced the sexual rights
agenda. No-fault divorce and creating a marriage equivalent category
of ‘common law unions’ have contributed towards weakening the
institution of marriage in Jamaica. Re-defining the basis of intimate
relationships to the mere ‘feelings’ of the individuals involved
rather than commitment to an institution has eroded the philosophy
undergirding marriage and its structure, and creates an easy escape
from responsibility.

8. Emotion
"If you can’t win on the merits, strike an emotional chord, start crying or
tell a sad story, and compassion will take over."12
For example, Fred Williamson, a Jamaican homosexual, was killed by
a friend. This murder was referred to as ‘homophobic’ in England. In
LGBT propaganda, a ‘homophobic’ killing is in effect any incident in
11

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family

12

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family
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which a homosexual is killed, irrespective of the motive. Williamson
was not killed by anyone who was opposed to homosexuality. In fact,
former Assistant Commissioner of Police Les Green publicly stated
that the majority of violent acts carried out against homosexuals are
by members of the LGBTTQ community.13

9. Call it a “Human Right”
"At the UN, once something is labeled a human right it is considered
sacred. The UN Human Rights Committee monitors human rights
abuses around the world. So part of the anti-family agenda is to get
the UN Human Rights Committee to consider anything related to
their agenda to be a “fundamental human right.” Then the Committee
can help force that “right” upon the world, even if it’s not specifically
spelled out in a treaty."14
This approach distorts the concept of human rights without providing
a credible basis for the ‘rights’ and without discussing the harmful
effects associated with the behaviours is the most effective means of
desensitisation.

10.

Useful Euphemism

"If the majority would object to your agenda, re-label it with respectable
nice-sounding words or phrases. For example, call abortion a “choice”
and pedophilia “intergenerational sex.” Pressure people into accepting
your agenda in the name of “equality,” “tolerance,” “diversity,” “freedom”
or “non discrimination.”15

13
Green

Retrieved

from

http://www.jamaicaobserver.com/news/Gay-lobby-claims-not-true--says-

14

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family

15

The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family

THE WALL 2017

109

module

XII
GLOSSARY
OF 'NEWSPEAK'1
Terms used by sexual ‘rights’ campaigners
which distort the real meaning of words
“Sexual rights“		

Complete sexual freedom for children and
adults. Government is to pay for the consequences. Unlimited access to contraceptives
for children (without parental consent) and
adults to sexually explicit materials.

“Unwanted pregnancy“		

Baby that should be killed before it is born.

“Forced pregnancy“		
		

When a woman is denied the right to kill her
baby in the womb (abortion).

“Celebration of diversity”

Promotion of promiscuous lifestyles.

“Religion”		

Radical, outdated beliefs that infringe on

1
Used with permission. The Family Defense Handbook: Stand for the Family, Sharon Slater,
Family Watch International, © 2010/2012, Chapter 15.
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basic human rights and freedoms and which
can cause serious harm to children.
“Human right“		

“Gay", "Homosexual"
or "Lesbian” 		

“Hate speech”		

“Homophobe",
"Homophobic” 		

“Social Conservative”		

“Discrimination”,
“Intolerance” or “Hate”		

“Tolerance”		

The ultimate phrase used to imply that
you have an overriding right to do what you
want, regardless of the consequences to you
or to society.

People who claim special rights and protections because of a condition, which they
perceive to be genetic.
Advancing religious views about sexual orientation or promiscuity that cause people
to feel judged (e.g., publicly professing
a biblical view regarding sexuality, or
calling any kind of sexual activity outside of
traditional marriage, a sin).

Anyone who supports traditional marriage or
opposes the homosexual agenda.
‘Homophobe’ who is usually intolerant, inclined to discriminate and is working to take
away the fundamental human rights of others.

Maintaining that marriage should be between
a man and a woman, and that homosexuality
should not be promoted in the schools or
flaunted in the workplace.
A doctrine which calls for embracing promiscuity and sexual anarchy. “Tolerance” calls for
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intolerance of religious values or viewpoints
that do not accept promiscuous behavior as
normal and good.

“Lowering age of
consensual sex”		

Legalizing adult sex with children.

“Intergenerational sex”

Sex between an adult and a child.

“Sex worker”		

A prostitute.

“Civil unions”		

Legal recognition and benefits for people
having sexual activities with a partner of the
same sex.

OTHER WORDS AND PHRASES2
‘Bullying’		

Expressing dissent to LBGT lifestyle

‘Enabling environment’

Removing laws, policies and suppressing social norms that curtail sexual freedom and
expression

‘Equality’		

Treating all sexual behaviours as equal, regardless of outcome

‘Fundamentalism’		

Biblical Christian beliefs

‘Genetic sexual attraction’

Incest

‘Minor attracted’		

Pedophilia

‘Multi-cultural’		

Accepting all religious beliefs and expressions without judgment

2
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‘Pro-choice’ 		

In favour of abortion

‘Sexual orientation’		

Any sexual desire, no limitations

‘Sexual and
reproductive rights’		

Government-funded abortion on demand

‘Stigma and discrimination’ Not accepting homosexuality as normal
‘Social construct’		

Ways of speaking about the role of males and
females in society that disregard the
biological distinctions between male and
female.
N.B. All social roles may be interchangeable
in different cultures but their sexual and
reproductive roles are never changeable
because those are fixed by biology. Attempts
by some to make social, and sexual and
reproductive roles equal and interchangeable
must be rejected.

‘Vulnerable persons /
groups / populations /
communities’			

Persons self-identifying as LGBT. Sometimes
includes drug users, prostitutes and HIV/
AIDS patients.
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EPILOGUE:
WHAT LIES AHEAD?
Once society abandons God’s moral plumb line for the primary foundation
of society - His design for marriage, sex and family - it becomes easy to
erase other boundaries of morality and normality. The very concept of
abnormal will cease to exist.
What else might become normal?
• Incest now referred to as “Genetic sexual attraction”
• Pedophilia now referred to as “minor attraction”1
• Abortion as a ‘good’
• Euthanasia: Killing the disabled, old, terminally ill,2 and other
‘inconvenient’ persons
• Three parent babies3
• Selection of sperm from best profile to create designer babies4
1

http://www.wnd.com/2014/01/pedophilia-the-next-sexual-rights-revolution/

2

Belgium was the 1st country in world where children can be euthanised

3

http://edition.cnn.com/2015/02/03/health/uk-ivf-3-person-babies/index.html

4
html

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/scientists-take-giant-step-towards-designer-babies-111250913.
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•
•
•
•
•

Human animal hybrids (Human cells in animals- chimeras)5
Cloning – Making babies using sperms only without eggs6
Desire-based definition of marriage - marriage defined individually
Normalisation of polyamory7
Identity defined by desire rather than biological reality.

But wait, there is more! Parallel to the advance of the LGBTQ+ political
and social movement is the militant growth of ISLAM.8 If the church is
effectively cowered into silence about the gospel in the face of militant
minority groups under the propaganda that Christians cannot force their
moral/religious values on other people”, the church will also be silenced
against Islamism (radical) for fear of being and called an ‘Islamaphobic
bigot’.
This is why we need to be aware, be informed, be active now in resisting
infiltration of ungodly ideas and rebuilding the walls for a healthy society.


Nehemiah 4:14
“After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials
and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord,
who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your
daughters, your wives and your homes.”


5

http://thefederalist.com/2017/02/21/human-animal-hybrids-scientists-make-human-beast/

6

http://www.bbc.com/news/health-37337215

7

https://www.the-american-interest.com/2015/08/25/is-polyamory-next/

8

Resources: http://www.christianconcern.com/our-concerns/islam
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
(non-exhaustive)
•

Jamaica Coalition for a Healthy Society:
•

www.jchs.org.jm

•

Sex, Lies and Rights: a seduction of law, medicine and politics. Also
available on YouTube. www.youtube.com/jchsadvocate

•

Connect Pray Act podcasts: http://connectprayact.podomatic.
com/

•

Be Thinking - www.bethinking.org

•

Center for Family and Human Rights (US): www.c-fam.org

•

Christian Concern (UK): www.christianconcern.com

•

Covenant Eyes (Internet Accountability and issues of pornography)
(Australia): www.covenanteyes.com

•

Family advocacy articles and news reports (Australia): www.
mercatornet.com

•

Family Watch International (US): www.familywatchinternational.com

•

The Heritage Foundation (US): www.heritage.org

•

Life Site News: www.lifesitenews.com

•

The Institute of Religion and Public Life: www.firstthings.com
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•

Marriage and Religion Research Institute (USA): www.marripedia.org

•

The Marriage Foundation (UK): www.marriagefoundation.org.uk

•

National

Centre

on

Sexual

Exploitation

(US):

www.

endsexualexploiration.org
•

Robert Gagnon (US): http://www.robgagnon.net

•

Ruth Institute (US): www.ruthinstitute.org

•

The Witherspoon Institute: www.thepublicdiscourse.com
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NOTES
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