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STATEMENT BY CARICOM PRO-FAMILY ORGANIZATIONS for 

THE UN INTERNATIONAL DAY OF FAMILIES - MAY 15, 2016 

 

The following Statement by CARICOM pro-family organizations, affirms our unwavering 

belief that the natural family is the key to a healthy, stable and prosperous nation. We urge 

the Government of Jamaica and the Governments of CARICOM to do all within their power 

to ensure that this perspective be deliberately and consistently placed at the centre of the 

UN’s post-2015 development agenda. 

On the occasion of the 22nd celebration of International Day of Families, we, the 

undersigned, reaffirm the key role and importance of the natural family. The truth enshrined in the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights declares that “The family is the natural and fundamental 

group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the State.” 1 The Natural Family 

is the foundational unit of any society, centred around the voluntary union of one man and one 

woman in a lifelong covenant of marriage for several purposes including welcoming and ensuring 

the full physical and emotional development of children.2 

The Caribbean has inherited a legacy of weak family structures which has persisted despite 

decades of independence. It is a painful truth that many of the economic and social challenges 

currently facing CARICOM societies - crime, domestic violence and child abuse, teenage 

pregnancy, poverty and illiteracy, drug abuse, sexual exploitation, fatherless households - have 

direct linkages to the parlous condition of family life in our societies.  

The UN General Assembly resolution on the International Year of the Family, 1994, notes that the 

family offers a ‘uniquely comprehensive and synthesizing approach to social issues…[since] 

families, as basic units of social life, are major agents of sustainable development at all levels of 

society and that their contribution to that process is crucial for its success.3   

This view is supported by multiple stakeholders in Caribbean societies who are convinced that 

restoring the well-being of Caribbean families is foundational to addressing our social issues.  We 

are concerned, however, that the rebuilding of healthy Caribbean family life is being threatened 

by new socio-political and economic movements that espouse ideas contrary to human dignity, 

fundamental human rights and freedoms, good social ordering and the survival of the natural 

                                                           
1 Article 16 (3), Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 
2 The Natural Family Manifesto.  Allan C. Carlson and Paul T. Mero. Spence Publishing, 2007 
3 A/RES/47/237 , UN General Assembly Resolution on the International Year of the Family,1994, Preamble 
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family.  Such attempts violate universal moral principles that are the bases of genuine fundamental 

human rights and often do not take into account our national sovereignty. 

We reject these attempts, as well as attempts to introduce new concepts such as ‘sexual 

orientation’, ‘gender identity’, ‘comprehensive sexuality education’, ‘sexual and reproductive 

rights’ and other  terms that undermine the well-being of the natural family.  These terms are 

neither referenced in the internationally agreed human rights legal framework nor are they subject 

to international agreement, definition or consensus and have been proven to result in the 

suppression of existing fundamental freedoms of conscience, speech, parental rights and religious 

liberty, wherever these terms are implemented in law or policy. 

We embrace with utmost conviction, the sovereign right to base our laws, holistic public health 

policies, educational curricula and other public policies on accurate and verifiable principles of 

healthy and responsible human sexuality, and to endorse behaviours and lifestyles that benefit the 

common good and ensure a healthy future for Caribbean societies.  

Jamaica : Our National Plan for Development, Vision 2030 anticipates a Jamaica that will be the 

place of choice to live, work, raise families and do business.  To achieve this, we must recognise 

and pattern international best practices for family. The intact, natural family founded on the 

marriage of one man to one woman, is the ideal to which we ought to aspire as the vehicle to 

achieve social cohesion and stability, sustainable economic growth and development.  We urge 

our duly elected government to do all within its power to ensure that this perspective be 

deliberately and consistently placed at the centre of the UN’s post-2015 development agenda.    

Representative signatories:  

Social Solutions – Anguilla 

Concerned Citizens Coalition for a Healthy Society- Antigua and Barbuda 

Proteqt. Inc – Barbados  

Love March Movement - Barbados  

Belize Action- Belize 

Jamaica Coalition for a Healthy Society – Jamaica 

Love March Movement – Jamaica  

National Association for the Family - Jamaica  

Caribbean Centre for Family and Human Rights – St Lucia 

Celebrating Life /Future Generations – Trinidad and Tobago 

Elpis Centre- Trinidad and Tobago
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